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The fortunes of the late nineteenth century’s imperial and industrial powers depended on a single raw
material—rubber—with only one source: the Amazon basin. And so began the scramble for the Amazon—a
decades-long conflict that found Britain, France, Belgium, and the United States fighting with and against
the new nations of Peru, Bolivia, and Brazil for the forest’s riches. In the midst of this struggle, Euclides da
Cunha, engineer, journalist, geographer, political theorist, and one of Brazil’s most celebrated writers, led a
survey expedition to the farthest reaches of the river, among the world’s most valuable, dangerous, and little-
known landscapes.
 
The Scramble for the Amazon tells the story of da Cunha’s terrifying journey, the unfinished novel born from
it, and the global strife that formed the backdrop for both. Haunted by his broken marriage, da Cunha trekked
through a beautiful region thrown into chaos by guerrilla warfare, starving migrants, and native slavery. All
the while, he worked on his masterpiece, a nationalist synthesis of geography, philosophy, biology, and
journalism he named the Lost Paradise. Da Cunha intended his epic to unveil the Amazon’s explorers, spies,
natives, and brutal geopolitics, but, as Susanna B. Hecht recounts, he never completed it—his wife’s lover
shot him dead upon his return.
 
At once the biography of an extraordinary writer, a masterly chronicle of the social, political, and
environmental history of the Amazon, and a superb translation of the remaining pieces of da Cunha’s project,
The Scramble for the Amazon is a work of thrilling intellectual ambition.
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From reader reviews:

Nicholas Hess:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide The Scramble for the Amazon and the "Lost
Paradise" of Euclides da Cunha will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if
you can know about everything. But some of you think in which open or reading a book make you bored. It
isn't make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or acceptable book
with you?

Catherine Gabel:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping The Scramble for the Amazon and the
"Lost Paradise" of Euclides da Cunha that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading
this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world far better
then how they react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky
person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start
reading through as your good habit, you could pick The Scramble for the Amazon and the "Lost Paradise" of
Euclides da Cunha become your starter.

Vanessa McGinty:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This reserve The Scramble for the Amazon and the "Lost Paradise" of Euclides
da Cunha was filled about science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has different feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big
advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like now, many ways to get
book you wanted.

Cathie Moss:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book The Scramble for the Amazon and the "Lost
Paradise" of Euclides da Cunha was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book
The Scramble for the Amazon and the "Lost Paradise" of Euclides da Cunha has many kinds or genre. Start
from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character
on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and
loosen up. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading which.
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