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Rumors that Yiddish is a dead language are greatly exaggerated. In fact, both the Yiddish language and
culture are alive and well in America and elsewhere. English speakers take note: The Random House
Dictionary and the Oxford English Dictionary both contain almost 100 Yiddish words that are now
considered part of the English language. The impact of Yiddish culture is strongly felt in the films of Woody
Allen, in Broadway shows like The Producers, and in television sitcoms such as The Nanny and Seinfeld in
the tradition of the comic headliners of the Catskills. The world of Yiddish reaches out and embraces us in
the literature of Isaac Bashevis Singer and Art Spiegelman, the culinary offerings of innumerable
delicatessens, and the renewed popularity of klezmer music.

Yiddish is rich and soulful, thick with pathos, full of humor and self-deprecating wit and sarcasm -- as a
language it uniquely captures the essence of what, or who, it describes. If you've ever noshed on a bagel, or
yelled at the schmuck who had the chutzpah to cut you off at the traffic light, you've been enriched and
empowered by Yiddish.

Beautifully designed and illustrated, Meshuggenary is a deeply researched and eclectic introduction to
Yiddish language, culture, and history. It explores the basics of Yiddish vocabulary and grammar; proverbs,
expressions, blessings, curses, and insults; and even the difference between Yiddish, Yinglish (Yiddish-
origin words now part of English), and Yiddlish (words that sound Yiddish but aren't). There are chapters on
Yiddish humor, literature, theater, and music; a who's who of Yiddish luminaries; and a captivating glimpse
of the contributions of women to its literature and culture. So you shouldn't go hungry, there's a chapter on
food with a tempting selection of family recipes. And if this little taste isn't enough to satisfy you, there's
information on a host of books and Yiddish Web sites and Internet links.

Erudite, accessible, highly informative, and enormously entertaining, Meshuggenary is an irresistible
pleasure.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Butler:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Meshuggenary: Celebrating the World of
Yiddish, you can enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its known
as reading friends.

Dee Alaniz:

This Meshuggenary: Celebrating the World of Yiddish is great e-book for you because the content and that is
full of information for you who else always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute.
That book reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can claim no rambling sentences
inside. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you
straight forward sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having
Meshuggenary: Celebrating the World of Yiddish in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, data in
it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen small
right but this publication already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied
do you still doubt this?

Mona Savoy:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to share. You
can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for you
is Meshuggenary: Celebrating the World of Yiddish this guide consist a lot of the information on the
condition of this world now. That book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The
vocabulary styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some study when he
makes this book. That's why this book appropriate all of you.

Kenny Hardy:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is named of book
Meshuggenary: Celebrating the World of Yiddish. Contain your knowledge by it. Without making the
printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most critical that, you
must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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