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In the mid-eighteenth century, the French naturalist Buffon contended that the New World was in fact
geologically new—that it had recently emerged from the waters—and that dangerous miasmas had caused all
organic life on the continents to degenerate. In the “dispute of the New World” many historians, naturalists,
and moral philosophers from Europe and the Americas (including Thomas Jefferson) sought either to
confirm or refute Buffon’s views. This book maintains that the “dispute” was also a debate over historical
authority: upon whose sources and facts should naturalists and historians reconstruct the history of the
continent and its peoples?

The author traces the cultural processes that led early-modern intellectuals on both sides of the Atlantic to
question primary sources that had long been considered authoritative: Mesoamerican codices, early colonial
Spanish chronicles, and travel accounts. In the process, he demonstrates how the writings of these critics led
to the rise of the genre of conjectural history. The book also adds to the literature on nation formation by
exploring the creation of specific identities in Spain and Spanish America by means of particular historical
narratives and institutions. Finally, it demonstrates that colonial intellectuals went beyond mirroring or
contesting European ideas and put forth daring and original critiques of European epistemologies that
resulted in substantially new historiographical concepts.
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From reader reviews:

Francine Nott:

The book How to Write the History of the New World: Histories, Epistemologies, and Identities in the
Eighteenth-Century Atlantic World (Cultural Sitings) can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like a book How to Write the History
of the New World: Histories, Epistemologies, and Identities in the Eighteenth-Century Atlantic World
(Cultural Sitings)? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book can give
many data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data
that you take for that, you may give for each other; you could share all of these. Book How to Write the
History of the New World: Histories, Epistemologies, and Identities in the Eighteenth-Century Atlantic
World (Cultural Sitings) has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You
can appear the enormous world by open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Michael Parker:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want something
to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question because
just their can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start
from on pre-school until university need this kind of How to Write the History of the New World: Histories,
Epistemologies, and Identities in the Eighteenth-Century Atlantic World (Cultural Sitings) to read.

Florence Hall:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended
to your account is How to Write the History of the New World: Histories, Epistemologies, and Identities in
the Eighteenth-Century Atlantic World (Cultural Sitings) this e-book consist a lot of the information from the
condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The
language styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some investigation when
he makes this book. That's why this book suited all of you.

Lila Costillo:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had been



exactly added. This publication How to Write the History of the New World: Histories, Epistemologies, and
Identities in the Eighteenth-Century Atlantic World (Cultural Sitings) was filled regarding science. Spend
your extra time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has diverse feel
when they reading a new book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can really feel enjoy to
read a book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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