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On January 7 1943, the German Government, in order to free adult soldiers for frontline duty, ordered that all
male students of secondary schools born in 1926 and 1927 be drafted into anti-air craft service in the
homeland. Students were to arrive in batteries on February 18 1943.

After serving from one year (those born in 1926) to thirteen months (those born in 1927), the boys were
transferred into the Reich Labor Service and from there into the armed forces. They were replaced by boys
born in 1928 who served to the end of the war. About 200,000 boys became Flakhelfer. Most were called up
at sixteen, but many, like the author, Karl Heinz Schlesier, were only fifteen. The boys served in batteries of
light and heavy flak. Although the government insisted school programs continue for Flakhelfer, the effort
was a sham, especially where heavy bombing occurred.

Schlesier, a student of Rethel Gymnasium in Düsseldorf, served as Flakhelfer in the regions that suffered the
most numerous and heaviest air raids of the war in the Rhineland (Düsseldorf) and the Ruhr
(Recklinghausen). His is a coming of age story in a world gone mad, where a teenage boy launched shrapnel
into a sky filled with bombers, where Christmas-tree-like flares marked cities about to burn, where working
beside Russian POWs, protecting industries with slave labor, courting a girl among bombed-out ruins, and
spending leave with family hiding in claustrophobic bomb shelters was unremarkable, as was finally being
thrown, unprepared, into a disintegrating frontline only fifty kilometers from his childhood home.

The memoir is based solely on Schlesier's diary notes and memories of that period. He has consciously
avoided including what he learned after the war. His views, opinions, and interpretations of events are from
inside the Germany of that time. If some are inconvenient today, they mirror the chaos of the world he
experienced. Then, to live or not to live was accidental.

Schlesier wrote this memoir as an old man in response to a granddaughter's question about what he did in the
war. This is his answer. Perhaps, he also gives a voice to the silent generation of boys born in Germany in
1926 and 1927. This generation has been silent because the horror it knew pales in comparison to the horror
of the Holocaust.

REVIEWS

“Another outstanding book told as it is, warts ‘n’ all with all the tears and snot and mud and filth you’d
expect from a boy at war in Nazi Germany. Again, to me, this is history told by those who were actually
there and that simply can’t be beaten. It’s graphic, funny, sad and tragic and yet somehow it’s written in such
a way as to be relevant and relatable.” War History Online Featured Flakhelfer to Grenadier as one of its top
5 books of 2014.

“An excellent book, well worth reading for an insight into the war experience of a German boy.” Everyone’s
War: The Journal of the Second World War Experience Centre
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From reader reviews:

Jodi Saldana:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get great
deal of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will
say absolutely indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book
you have read is definitely Flakhelfer to Grenadier: Memoir of a Boy Soldier, 1943-1945.

Randy North:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a book
you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also
soon. The Flakhelfer to Grenadier: Memoir of a Boy Soldier, 1943-1945 will give you new experience in
reading a book.

Richard Hood:

Beside this particular Flakhelfer to Grenadier: Memoir of a Boy Soldier, 1943-1945 in your phone, it could
give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you
may got here is fresh from your oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow
village. It is good thing to have Flakhelfer to Grenadier: Memoir of a Boy Soldier, 1943-1945 because this
book offers for you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you would not get what it's
exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here
cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book and
also read it from today!

Gary Copeland:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Flakhelfer to Grenadier: Memoir of a Boy Soldier,
1943-1945 was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Flakhelfer to Grenadier:
Memoir of a Boy Soldier, 1943-1945 has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until young adults. For
example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all
of book are generally make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the
best book for you and try to like reading which.
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