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Though the phrase "Calvinist humor" may seem to be an oxymoron, Michael Dunne, in highly original and
unfailingly interesting readings of major American fiction writers, uncovers and traces two recurrent strands
of Calvinist humor descending from Puritan times far into the twentieth century. Calvinist doctrine views
mankind as fallen, apt to engage in any number of imperfect behaviors. Calvinist humor, Dunne explains,
consists in the perception of this imperfection. When we perceive that only others are imperfect, we
participate in the form of Calvinist humor preferred by William Bradford and Nathanael West. When we
perceive that others are imperfect, as we all are, we participate in the form preferred by Mark Twain and
William Faulkner, for example. Either by noting their characters' inferiority or by observing ways in which
we are all far from perfect, Dunne observes, American writers have found much to laugh about and many
occasions for Calvinist humor.

The two strains of Calvinist humor are alike in making the faults of others more important than their virtues.
They differ in terms of what we might think of as the writer/perceiver's disposition: his or her willingness to
recognize the same faults in him- or herself. In addition to Bradford, West, Twain and Faulkner, Dunne
discovers Calvinist humor in the works of Flannery O'Connor, Herman Melville, Nathaniel Hawthorne,
Ernest Hemingway, and many others. For these authors, the world -- and thus their fiction -- is populated
with flawed creatures. Even after belief in orthodox Calvinism diminished in the twentieth century, Dunne
discovers, American writers continued to mine these veins, irrespective of the authors' religious affiliations --
or lack of them. Dunne notes that even when these writers fail to accept the Calvinist view wholeheartedly,
they still have a tendency to see some version of Calvinism as more attractive than an optimistic, idealistic
view of life.

With an eye for the telling detail and a wry humor of his own, Dunne clearly demonstrates that the
fundamental Calvinist assumption -- that human beings are fallen from some putatively better state -- has had
a surprising, lingering presence in American literature.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Chan:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What
did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question because just their can
do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on
guardería until university need that Calvinist Humor in American Literature to read.

Rosalva Nichols:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day long
to reading a publication. The book Calvinist Humor in American Literature it is rather good to read. There
are a lot of people who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. When you did not
have enough space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this
book from your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book features high quality.

Robin Curtin:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get wide range
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity
do you have when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, typically the
book you have read is usually Calvinist Humor in American Literature.

Opal Moffett:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Calvinist Humor in American Literature e-
book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone
who all read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill
only for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation Calvinist Humor in American Literature as good
book not just by the cover but also from the content. This is one e-book that can break don't determine book
by its cover, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading
sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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