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In August 1854, a minor incident along the overland trail led to the deaths of an impetuous young army
officer and twenty-nine soldiers, the first casualties of the sometimes glamorized Indian Wars of the Great
Plains. Next year a large military force was still trying to run down indiscreet Sioux when troopers of the
inadequate western army rode into the Yakima heartland to punish the murder of a territorial Indian agent. A
Little War of Destiny traces the tragic conflict between the native peoples of the Pacific Northwest and the
Territorial Governments of Oregon and Washington. For almost half a century the Yakima and Walla Walla
Indians learned to accommodate non-threatening fur traders and beaver trappers but treaty makers who came
to restrict free movement and claim hunting ranges and fisheries were another matter. Columbia Plateau
tribal leaders had enough previous contact with outsiders to grasp the implications of the documents
presented to them and left the treaty councils in early 1855 apprehensive and resentful. In a few months
hostilities led a United States Army punitive expedition to the brink of a military disaster. It was a military
disaster that almost ended in massacre. Fearing the expansion of hostilities the pioneer communities
responded by organizing a regiment of mounted volunteers and sending this amateur army to chastise the
belligerent Yakima in their homeland. The officers of the territorial forces were leaders of the pioneer
communities inexperienced in military operations and not much better prepared for strategic field operations
or tactical engagements than the tribal chiefs they expected to meet in the field… and rout. After minor
resistance, the intended targets melted away. Having failed to pin down and punish that enemy, the volunteer
force was in the field and turned east to secure the Walla Walla Valley and its potentially dangerous
tribesmen. Tension mounted as this small army approached the Indian heartland. The leader of the threatened
Walla Wallas tried to intervene and offered himself as a hostage to the good behavior of his people. While
captive in the volunteer camp Peo Peo Mox Mox was ruthlessly murdered. But a mounted charge and a battle
that failed to scatter the opposition. During a three day fight in the bottoms of the Walla Walla River, the
overmatched warriors managed to hold a battle line, stopping the volunteers long enough for their families to
escape. Hostile or placative, the Indians of the Pacific Northwest were educated to the awful reality of
territorial displacement and inevitable defeat. Treaties failed to abrogate the shock to a culture that believed
they could not own the land the master of life entrusted to them. How could they sell it with marks made on a
paper? They made agreements under the pressure of onrushing cataclysm and those tremors shook the
plateau country. Tribesmen needed generations to fully comprehend what happened to them. That little war
of inescapable destiny was caused by men, good or bad, who acted in good faith but made small human
errors leading to an accumulating mistake and unavoidable tragedy.
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From reader reviews:

Federico Crouch:

The book A Little War of Destiny: The Yakima/Walla Walla Indian War of 1855-56 will bring one to the
new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In the
event you try to find new book to learn, this book very suitable to you. The book A Little War of Destiny:
The Yakima/Walla Walla Indian War of 1855-56 is much recommended to you to study. You can also get
the e-book from your official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Julian Loredo:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you read
a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with
soon. The A Little War of Destiny: The Yakima/Walla Walla Indian War of 1855-56 offer you a new
experience in studying a book.

Jodi Dauphin:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. By the
book A Little War of Destiny: The Yakima/Walla Walla Indian War of 1855-56 we can consider more
advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To get creative person must like to read a book.
Merely choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this
book A Little War of Destiny: The Yakima/Walla Walla Indian War of 1855-56. You can more desirable
than now.

Yvonne Matz:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the A Little War of Destiny: The Yakima/Walla Walla Indian War of 1855-56 when you desired it?
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