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In the early 1940s, young women enlisted for peacetime duty as U.S. Army nurses. But when the Japanese
attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941 blasted the United States into World War II, 101 American Army and Navy
nurses serving in the Philippines were suddenly treating wounded and dying soldiers while bombs exploded
all around them. The women served in jerry-rigged jungle hospitals on the Bataan Peninsula and in
underground tunnels on Corregidor Island. Later, when most of them were captured by the Japanese as
prisoners of war, they suffered disease and near-starvation for three years. Pure Grit is a story of sisterhood
and suffering, of tragedy and betrayal, of death and life. The women cared for one another, maintained
discipline, and honored their vocation to nurse anyone in need—all 101 coming home alive.
The book is illustrated with archival photographs and includes an index, glossary, and timeline.

Praise for Pure Grit
STARRED REVIEW
"Details of many nurses’ individual trials combine to form a memorable portrayal of their shared experience,
one which will emotionally impact readers."
--Booklist, starred review

"Primary source materials, especially the movingly matter-of-fact recollections of several of the nurses and
personal snapshots, bring the story to life."
--Kirkus Reviews

"Farrell doesn’t spare her young readers any grim details . . . She includes the challenges these women faced
and the joy they felt on returning home. As awful as history can be, now might be the right time to introduce
the next generation to this important period."
--The Washington Post

"In addition to photographs and helpful maps, the page layouts include facsimiles of the nurses’ letters and
diaries. Young readers who enjoyed Tanya Lee Stone’s Almost Astronauts: 13 Women Who Dared to Dream
will also appreciate this story of courageous women whose story was nearly forgotten."
--School Library Journal
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From reader reviews:

Ray Goodrow:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than
other is high. For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of Pure Grit: How
American World War II Nurses Survived Battle and Prison Camp in the Pacific book as nice and daily
reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Marie Brenneman:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some
of you maybe will update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what type you should start with. This Pure Grit: How American World War
II Nurses Survived Battle and Prison Camp in the Pacific is our recommendation to help you keep up with
the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Young Legg:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now is taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Pure Grit: How American World War II Nurses
Survived Battle and Prison Camp in the Pacific as your daily resource information.

Richard Broderick:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their ability
in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is this Pure Grit: How
American World War II Nurses Survived Battle and Prison Camp in the Pacific.
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