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Why do people study religion? How have they studied it in the past? How do we study religion today? Is the
academic study of religion the same as religious education? These and many other questions are addressed in
this engaging introduction to the discipline of religious studies, written by two experienced university
teachers. The authors have crafted this book to familiarize novice students with key concepts and
terminology in the study of religion. More advanced students will find avaried array of theoretical
perspectives and methodological approaches to the field. Topics include:

- definitions of religion

- perspectivesin the study and teaching of religion

- how religion began to be studied: traditional perspectives— philosophical and theological

- how people experience religion: perspectives in the study of religious consciousness and perception —
phenomenological and psychological

- studying religion within communities. Social and cultural perspectives — anthropological, sociological,
political and economic

- judging religion: critical perspectives —feminist approaches, the interaction of popular literature and
religion

- contextual perspectives — historical and comparative.

The book encourages students to think critically about the theories and methods presented. Students will find
arguments for the strengths and limitations of these approaches, understand connections among religious
studies and other intellectual movements, and devel op their own ideas of how they might want to go about
the study of religion. Summary boxes, atimeline, aglossary and other pedagogic aids help students grasp
key concepts, along with a companion website at www.sastor .com.
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From reader reviews:
Merideth Davis:

Baook iswritten, printed, or illustrated for everything. Y ou can learn everything you want by areserve. Book
has a different type. We all know that that book isimportant thing to bring us around the world. Close to that
you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication Introduction to the Study of Religion will make
you to possibly be smarter. Y ou can feel far more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of
you think that will open or reading any book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they are often
thought like that? Have you seeking best book or acceptable book with you?

Alan Durham:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as alife style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy
read one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular Introduction to the Study of
Religion iskind of book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Patrick Austin:

The book with title Introduction to the Study of Religion haslot of information that you can learn it. Y ou can
get alot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist new expertise the information that exist in
this reserve represented the condition of the world currently. That isimportant to yo7u to understand how the
improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you throughout new era of the glowbal growth. You
can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Trudy Clark:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the entire day. Y ou can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It al right
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Introduction to the Study of
Religion which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.
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