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Thomas Hankins and Robert Silverman investigate an array of instruments from the seventeenth through the
nineteenth century that seem at first to be marginal to science--magnetic clocks that were said to operate by
the movements of sunflower seeds, magic lanterns, ocular harpsichords (machines that played different
colored lights in harmonious mixtures), Aeolian harps (a form of wind chime), and other instruments of
"natural magic" designed to produce wondrous effects. By looking at these and the first recording
instruments, the stereoscope, and speaking machines, the authors show that "scientific instruments" first
made their appearance as devices used to evoke wonder in the beholder, as in works of magic and the theater.
The authors also demonstrate that these instruments, even though they were often "tricks," were seen by their
inventors as more than trickery. In the view of Athanasius Kircher, for instance, the sunflower clock was not
merely a hoax, but an effort to demonstrate, however fraudulently, his truly held belief that the ability of a
flower to follow the sun was due to the same cosmic magnetic influence as that which moved the planets and
caused the rotation of the earth. The marvels revealed in this work raise and answer questions about the
connections between natural science and natural magic, the meaning of demonstration, the role of language
and the senses in science, and the connections among art, music, literature, and natural science.
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From reader reviews:

Lynnette Cash:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or information even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Instruments and the Imagination (Princeton
Legacy Library) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what
you want and want in this era.

Reta Zimmer:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Instruments and the
Imagination (Princeton Legacy Library) that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading
this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world a great deal
better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only
for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you
who want to start reading through as your good habit, you are able to pick Instruments and the Imagination
(Princeton Legacy Library) become your current starter.

Joseph Chitwood:

You may get this Instruments and the Imagination (Princeton Legacy Library) by look at the bookstore or
Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for the knowledge.
Kinds of this book are various. Not only through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book
by simply e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose proper
ways for you.

Mary Scruggs:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. By the book Instruments and the Imagination (Princeton Legacy Library) we can take more
advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To become creative person must love to read a book. Just simply
choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this time
book Instruments and the Imagination (Princeton Legacy Library). You can more desirable than now.
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