
The First World War
John Keegan

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0375400524
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0375400524
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0375400524


The First World War

John Keegan

The First World War John Keegan
The First World War created the modern world. A conflict of unprecedented ferocity, it abruptly ended the
relative peace and prosperity of the Victorian era, unleashing such demons of the twentieth century as
mechanized warfare and mass death. It also helped to usher in the ideas that have shaped our times--
modernism in the arts, new approaches to psychology and medicine, radical thoughts about economics and
society--and in so doing shattered the faith in rationalism and liberalism that had prevailed in Europe since
the Enlightenment. With The First World War, John Keegan, one of our most eminent military historians,
fulfills a lifelong ambition to write the definitive account of the Great War for our generation.

Probing the mystery of how a civilization at the height of its achievement could have propelled itself into
such a ruinous conflict, Keegan takes us behind the scenes of the negotiations among Europe's crowned
heads (all of them related to one another by blood) and ministers, and their doomed efforts to defuse the
crisis. He reveals how, by an astonishing failure of diplomacy and communication, a bilateral dispute grew to
engulf an entire continent.

But the heart of Keegan's superb narrative is, of course, his analysis of the military conflict. With unequalled
authority and insight, he recreates the nightmarish engagements whose names have become legend--Verdun,
the Somme and Gallipoli among them--and sheds new light on the strategies and tactics employed,
particularly the contributions of geography and technology. No less central to Keegan's account is the human
aspect. He acquaints us with the thoughts of the intriguing personalities who oversaw the tragically
unnecessary catastrophe--from heads of state like Russia's hapless tsar, Nicholas II, to renowned warmakers
such as Haig, Hindenburg and Joffre. But Keegan reserves his most affecting personal sympathy for those
whose individual efforts history has not recorded--"the anonymous millions, indistinguishably drab,
undifferentially deprived of any scrap of the glories that by tradition made the life of the man-at-arms
tolerable."

By the end of the war, three great empires--the Austro-Hungarian, the Russian and the Ottoman--had
collapsed. But as Keegan shows, the devastation ex-tended over the entirety of Europe, and still profoundly
informs the politics and culture of the continent today. His brilliant, panoramic account of this vast and
terrible conflict is destined to take its place among the classics of world history.

With 24 pages of photographs, 2 endpaper maps, and 15 maps in text
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From reader reviews:

Mark Dunn:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
are reading whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The First World War.

Anthony Collins:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The First World War. All
type of book could you see on many resources. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Jodi Dunn:

The book untitled The First World War contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your ex idea
with easy means. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to
read this. The book was compiled by famous author. The author provides you in the new time of literary
works. You can actually read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or gadget, so
you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
available their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice go through.

Lashunda McCloud:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information coming
from a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of news.
Within this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just trying to find the The First World War when you essential it?
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