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A passionate plea to preserve and renew public education, The Death and Life of the Great American School
System is a radical change of heart from one of America’s best-known education experts.

Diane Ravitch—former assistant secretary of education and a leader in the drive to create a national
curriculum—examines her career in education reform and repudiates positions that she once staunchly
advocated. Drawing on over forty years of research and experience, Ravitch critiques today’s most popular
ideas for restructuring schools, including privatization, standardized testing, punitive accountability, and the
feckless multiplication of charter schools. She shows conclusively why the business model is not an
appropriate way to improve schools. Using examples from major cities like New York, Philadelphia,
Chicago, Denver, and San Diego, Ravitch makes the case that public education today is in peril.

Ravitch includes clear prescriptions for improving America’s schools:
&endash;leave decisions about schools to educators, not politicians or businessmen

–devise a truly national curriculum that sets out what children in every grade should be learning

–expect charter schools to educate the kids who need help the most, not to compete with public schools

–pay teachers a fair wage for their work, not “merit pay” based on deeply flawed and unreliable test scores

–encourage family involvement in education from an early age

The Death and Life of the Great American School System is more than just an analysis of the state of play of
the American education system. It is a must-read for any stakeholder in the future of American schooling.
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From reader reviews:

Esta Banks:

Beside this particular The Death and Life of the Great American School System: How Testing and Choice
Are Undermining Education in your phone, it might give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or
details. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from your oven so don't always be
worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The Death and Life
of the Great American School System: How Testing and Choice Are Undermining Education because this
book offers to you personally readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you do not get what
it's all about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable set up
here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the
idea? Find this book as well as read it from currently!

Jose Scott:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Death and Life of the Great American
School System: How Testing and Choice Are Undermining Education can be the respond to, oh how comes?
It's a book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Dwight Bailey:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. By book The
Death and Life of the Great American School System: How Testing and Choice Are Undermining Education
we can take more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a
book. Simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life by
this book The Death and Life of the Great American School System: How Testing and Choice Are
Undermining Education. You can more desirable than now.

Marie Slaughter:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update
of news. In this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just seeking the The Death and Life of the Great American School System: How Testing and Choice Are
Undermining Education when you needed it?
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