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One hundred and fifty years after the first shots were fired on Fort Sumter, the Civil War still captures the
American imagination, and its reverberations can still be felt throughout America's social and political
landscape.
Louis P. Masur's The Civil War: A Concise History offers a masterful and eminently readable overview of
the war's multiple causes and catastrophic effects. Masur begins by examining the complex origins of the
war, focusing on the pulsating tensions over states rights and slavery. The book then proceeds to cover, year
by year, the major political, social, and military events, highlighting two important themes: how the war
shifted from a limited conflict to restore the Union to an all-out war that would fundamentally transform
Southern society, and the process by which the war ultimately became a battle to abolish slavery. Masur
explains how the war turned what had been a loose collection of fiercely independent states into a nation,
remaking its political, cultural, and social institutions. But he also focuses on the soldiers themselves, both
Union and Confederate, whose stories constitute nothing less than America's Iliad. In the final chapter Masur
considers the aftermath of the South's surrender at Appomattox and the clash over the policies of
reconstruction that continued to divide President and Congress, conservatives and radicals, Southerners and
Northerners for years to come.
In 1873, Mark Twain and Charles Dudley wrote that the war had "wrought so profoundly upon the entire
national character that the influence cannot be measured short of two or three generations." From the vantage
of the war's sesquicentennial, this concise history of the entire Civil War era offers an invaluable
introduction to the dramatic events whose effects are still felt today.
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From reader reviews:

George Carter:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book The Civil War: A Concise History will make
you to possibly be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about everything.
But some of you think this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why
they are often thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suited book with you?

Dana Hanley:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
mainly because just their can do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
proper. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular The Civil War: A
Concise History to read.

Mark Sawyers:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Civil War: A Concise History book since this
book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred % guarantees there is no
doubt in it you know.

Paula Mayo:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
By book The Civil War: A Concise History we can take more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To
get creative person must love to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that appropriate with your
aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this time book The Civil War: A Concise History. You
can more pleasing than now.
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