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If, as many allege, attacking the gap between rich and poor is a form of class warfare, then the struggle
against income inequality is the longest running war in American history. To defenders of the status quo,
who argue that the accumulation of wealth free of government intervention is an essential feature of the
American way, this book offers a forceful answer. While many of those who oppose addressing economic
inequality through public policy today do so in the name of freedom, Clement Fatovic demonstrates that
concerns about freedom informed the Founding Fathers' arguments for public policy that tackled economic
disparities. Where contemporary arguments against such government efforts conceptualize freedom in
economic terms, however, those supporting public policies conducive to greater economic equality invoked a
more participatory, republican, conception of freedom. As many of the Founders understood it, economic
independence, which requires a wide if imperfect distribution of property, is a precondition of the political
independence they so profoundly valued.

Fatovic reveals a deep concern among the Founders—including Thomas Jefferson, Thomas Paine, and Noah
Webster—about the impact of economic inequality on political freedom. America's Founding and the
Struggle over Economic Inequality traces this concern through many important political debates in Congress
and the broader polity that shaped the early Republic—debates over tax policies, public works, public
welfare, and the debt from the Revolution. We see how Alexander Hamilton, so often characterized as a
cold-hearted apologist for plutocrats, actually favored a more progressive system of taxation, along with
various policies aimed at easing the economic hardship of specific groups. In Thomas Paine, frequently
portrayed as an advocate of laissez-faire government, we find a champion of a comprehensive welfare state
that would provide old-age pensions, public housing, and a host of other benefits as a matter of "right, not
charity." Contrary to the picture drawn by so many of today's pundits and politicians, this book shows us
how, for the first American statesmen, preventing or minimizing economic disparities was essential to the
preservation of the new nation's freedom and practice of self-government.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Lyons:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book America's Founding and the Struggle over
Economic Inequality (Constitutional Thinking). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book.
Providing we know about how is important a new book America's Founding and the Struggle over Economic
Inequality (Constitutional Thinking). You can add information and of course you can around the world with
a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can recognize everything! From your country till
foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this
era, we could open a book or searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel
fed up to go to the library. Let's go through.

Shane McKeel:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people
in the world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great and important the book America's Founding and the
Struggle over Economic Inequality (Constitutional Thinking). All type of book can you see on many options.
You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Angel Jones:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Examining a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this America's Founding and the Struggle over
Economic Inequality (Constitutional Thinking) book because this book offers you rich details and
knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you
know.

Christine Mata:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we
know those publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to
around the world. By book America's Founding and the Struggle over Economic Inequality (Constitutional
Thinking) we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? For being creative
person must love to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be
doubt to change your life with that book America's Founding and the Struggle over Economic Inequality
(Constitutional Thinking). You can more desirable than now.
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