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A Life in Hiding

When the German army occupied Holland, Annie de Leeuw was eight years old. Because she was Jewish,
the occupation put her in grave danger-she knew that to stay alive she would have to hide. Fortunately, a
Gentile family, the Oostervelds, offered to help. For two years they hid Annie and her sister, Sini, in the
cramped upstairs room of their farmhouse.

Most people thought the war wouldn't last long. But for Annie and Sini -- separated from their family and
confined to one tiny room -- the war seemed to go on forever.

In the part of the marketplace where flowers had been sold twice a week-tulips in the spring, roses in the
summer-stood German tanks and German soldiers. Annie de Leeuw was eight years old in 1940 when the
Germans attacked Holland and marched into the town of Winterswijk where she lived. Annie was ten when,
because she was Jewish and in great danger of being cap-tured by the invaders, she and her sister Sini had to
leave their father, mother, and older sister Rachel to go into hiding in the upstairs room of a remote
farmhouse.

Johanna de Leeuw Reiss has written a remarkably fresh and moving account of her own experiences as a
young girl during World War II. Like many adults she was innocent of the German plans for Jews, and she
might have gone to a labor camp as scores of families did. "It won't be for long and the Germans have told us
we'll be treated well," those families said. "What can happen?" They did not know, and they could not
imagine.... But millions of Jews found out.

Mrs. Reiss's picture of the Oosterveld family with whom she lived, and of Annie and Sini, reflects a deep
spirit of optimism, a faith in the ingenuity, backbone, and even humor with which ordinary human beings
meet extraordinary challenges. In the steady, matter-of-fact, day-by-day courage they all showed lies a
profound strength that transcends the horrors of the long and frightening war. Here is a memorable book, one
that will be read and reread for years to come.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Jones:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book The Upstairs Room (Trophy Newbery)
will make you to become smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about everything. But
some of you think this open or reading the book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they can
be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or appropriate book with you?

Mildred Miller:

This The Upstairs Room (Trophy Newbery) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the
world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book will be information inside this publication
incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This
The Upstairs Room (Trophy Newbery) without we comprehend teach the one who looking at it become
critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't always be worry The Upstairs Room (Trophy Newbery) can bring
when you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it inside your
lovely laptop even telephone. This The Upstairs Room (Trophy Newbery) having excellent arrangement in
word and layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Gail Tate:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic within the
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The first
thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test look for book, may be the
guide untitled The Upstairs Room (Trophy Newbery) can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best
activity to you.

Patricia Little:

This The Upstairs Room (Trophy Newbery) is great publication for you because the content which is full of
information for you who else always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This kind of
book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we can say no rambling sentences within it. So if
you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight
forward sentences but hard core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having The Upstairs Room
(Trophy Newbery) in your hand like having the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We
can say that no publication that offer you world inside ten or fifteen moment right but this reserve already do
that. So , this is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that will?
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