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Displays of devout religious faith are very much in evidence in nineteenth-century sentimental novels such
as Uncle Tom's Cabin and Little Women, but the precise theological nature of this piety has been little
examined. In the first dedicated study of the religious contents of sentimental literature, Claudia Stokes
counters the long-standing characterization of sentimental piety as blandly nondescript and demonstrates that
these works were in fact groundbreaking, assertive, and highly specific in their theological recommendations
and endorsements. The Altar at Home explores the many religious contexts and contents of sentimental
literature of the American nineteenth century, from the growth of Methodism in the Second Great
Awakening and popular millennialism to the developing theologies of Mormonism and Christian Science.

Through analysis of numerous contemporary religious debates, Stokes demonstrates how sentimental writers,
rather than offering simple depictions of domesticity, instead manipulated these scenes to advocate for
divergent new beliefs and bolster their own religious authority. On the one hand, the comforting rhetoric of
domesticity provided a subtle cover for sentimental writers to advance controversial new beliefs, practices,
and causes such as Methodism, revivalism, feminist theology, and even the legitimacy of female clergy. On
the other hand, sentimentality enabled women writers to bolster and affirm their own suitability for positions
of public religious leadership, thereby violating the same domestic enclosure lauded by the texts.

The Altar at Home offers a fascinating new historical perspective on the dynamic role sentimental literature
played in the development of innumerable new religious movements and practices, many of which remain
popular today.
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From reader reviews:

Hal Clemens:

This The Altar at Home: Sentimental Literature and Nineteenth-Century American Religion are usually
reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Altar at
Home: Sentimental Literature and Nineteenth-Century American Religion can be among the great books you
must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed anyone with
information that possibly will shock your before knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it
all over the place and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Altar at
Home: Sentimental Literature and Nineteenth-Century American Religion forcing you to have an enormous
of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful in your day
exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Jaclyn Warner:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can
satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need more time to
be learn. The Altar at Home: Sentimental Literature and Nineteenth-Century American Religion can be your
answer because it can be read by an individual who have those short spare time problems.

Sandra Jordon:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Altar at Home: Sentimental Literature and
Nineteenth-Century American Religion was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we
know that book The Altar at Home: Sentimental Literature and Nineteenth-Century American Religion has
many kinds or type. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read
and believe you are the character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers you
feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading which.

Elsie Wallace:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that question was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And also you
know that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that reading
is very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book.
Different categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra The Altar at Home:
Sentimental Literature and Nineteenth-Century American Religion.
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