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Earth eternal: A photographic homage to our planet in its natural state
 
“In GENESIS, my camera allowed nature to speak to me. And it was my privilege to listen.” —Sebastião
Salgado

On a very fortuitous day in 1970, 26-year-old Sebastião Salgado held a camera for the first time. When he
looked through the viewfinder, he experienced a revelation: suddenly life made sense. From that day
onward—though it took years of hard work before he had the experience to earn his living as a
photographer—the camera became his tool for interacting with the world. Salgado, who “always preferred
the chiaroscuro palette of black-and-white images,” shot very little color in his early career before giving it
up completely.

Raised on a farm in Brazil, Salgado possessed a deep love and respect for nature; he was also particularly
sensitive to the ways in which human beings are affected by their often devastating socio-economic
conditions. Of the myriad works Salgado has produced in his acclaimed career, three long-term projects
stand out: Workers (1993), documenting the vanishing way of life of manual laborers across the world,
Migrations (2000), a tribute to mass migration driven by hunger, natural disasters, environmental
degradation and demographic pressure, and this new opus, GENESIS, the result of an epic eight-year
expedition to rediscover the mountains, deserts and oceans, the animals and peoples that have so far
escaped the imprint of modern society—the land and life of a still-pristine planet. “Some 46% of the
planet is still as it was in the time of genesis,” Salgado reminds us. “We must preserve what exists.” The
GENESIS project, along with the Salgados’ Instituto Terra, are dedicated to showing the beauty of our
planet, reversing the damage done to it, and preserving it for the future.

Over 30 trips—travelled by foot, light aircraft, seagoing vessels, canoes, and even balloons, through extreme
heat and cold and in sometimes dangerous conditions—Salgado created a collection of images showing us
nature, animals, and indigenous peoples in breathtaking beauty. Mastering the monochrome with an
extreme deftness to rival the virtuoso Ansel Adams, Salgado brings black-and-white photography to a new
dimension; the tonal variations in his works, the contrasts of light and dark, recall the works of Old Masters
such as Rembrandt and Georges de La Tour.

What does one discover in GENESIS? The animal species and volcanoes of the Galápagos; penguins, sea
lions, cormorants, and whales of the Antarctic and South Atlantic; Brazilian alligators and jaguars; African
lions, leopards, and elephants; the isolated Zo’é tribe deep in the Amazon jungle; the Stone Age Korowai
people of West Papua; nomadic Dinka cattle farmers in Sudan; Nenet nomads and their reindeer herds in the
Arctic Circle; Mentawai jungle communities on islands west of Sumatra; the icebergs of the Antarctic; the
volcanoes of Central Africa and the Kamchatka Peninsula; Saharan deserts; the Negro and Juruá rivers in the
Amazon; the ravines of the Grand Canyon; the glaciers of Alaska... and beyond. Having dedicated so much
time, energy, and passion to the making of this work, Salgado likens GENESIS to “my love letter to the
planet.”

Whereas the limited Collector’s Edition is conceived like a large-format portfolio that meanders across the
planet, this unlimited book presents a selection of photographs arranged in five chapters



geographically: Planet South, Sanctuaries, Africa, Northern Spaces, Amazonia and Pantanal. Each in
its own way, this book and the Collector’s edition—both edited and designed by Lélia Wanick Salgado—pay
homage to Salgado’s triumphant and unparalleled GENESIS project.
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From reader reviews:

Stefanie Roach:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you will need this Sebastião Salgado: GENESIS.

Brenda Blackmer:

Here thing why this kind of Sebastião Salgado: GENESIS are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of
all examining a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content from it which is the content is as delicious
as food or not. Sebastião Salgado: GENESIS giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find
any e-book out there but there is no reserve that similar with Sebastião Salgado: GENESIS. It gives you thrill
examining journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is
maybe can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in
your way home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of
Sebastião Salgado: GENESIS in e-book can be your alternative.

William Wright:

This Sebastião Salgado: GENESIS is great e-book for you because the content that is full of information for
you who else always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it info
accurately using great arrange word or we can point out no rambling sentences included. So if you are read
this hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward
sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Sebastião Salgado:
GENESIS in your hand like having the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no
publication that offer you world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this reserve already do that. So , this is
certainly good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?

Jose Roberts:

The book untitled Sebastião Salgado: GENESIS contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains the
girl idea with easy technique. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not necessarily
worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The author will bring you in the new
time of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or
device, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up
their official web-site and order it. Have a nice go through.
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