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A synthesis of forty years' work by France's leading sociologist, this book pushes the critique of scholarly
reason to a new level. It is a brilliant example of Bourdieu's unique ability to link sociological theory,
historical information, and philosophical thought.

Pascalian Meditations makes explicit the presuppositions of a state of "scholasticism," a certain leisure
liberated from the urgencies of the world. Philosophers, unwilling to engage these presuppositions in their
practice, have brought them into the order of discourse, not so much to analyze them as to legitimate them.
This situation is the primary systematic, epistemological, ethical, and aesthetic error that Bourdieu subjects
to methodological critique.

This critique of scholarly reason is carried out in the name of Pascal because he, too, pointed out the features
of human existence that the scholastic outlook ignores: he was concerned with symbolic power; he refused
the temptation of foundationalist thinking; he attended (without populist naïveté) to "ordinary people"; and
he was determined to seek the raison d'être of seemingly illogical behavior rather than condemning or
mocking it.

Through this critique, Bourdieu charts a negative philosophy that calls into question some of our most
fundamental presuppositions, such as a "subject" who is free and self-aware. This philosophy, with its
intellectual debt to such other "heretical" philosophers as Wittgenstein, Austin, Dewey, and Peirce, renews
traditional questioning of the concepts of violence, power, time, history, the universal, and the purpose and
direction of existence.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Hightower:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some
of you maybe can update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This Pascalian Meditations is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want
in this era.

Diane Walker:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or their
friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside the park.
They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill your
free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday. The first
thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to consider look for book, may
be the e-book untitled Pascalian Meditations can be good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Mathew Holstein:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Pascalian Meditations can be the respond to, oh
how comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in
this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Miranda Durkee:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book Pascalian Meditations to make your own reading is
interesting. Your own skill of reading talent is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose
straightforward book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the impression about book and reading
through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open a book and learn it. Beside that the book
Pascalian Meditations can to be your friend when you're feel alone and confuse with the information must
you're doing of these time.
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