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When this classic work was first published in 1976, its central tenet--more is not necessarily better--placed it
in direct conflict with mainstream thought in economics. Within afew years, however, this apparently
paradoxical claim was gaining wide acceptance. Scitovsky's ground-breaking book was the first to apply
theories of behaviorist psychology to questions of consumer behavior and to do so in accessible, non-
technical language. Setting out to analyze the failures of our consumerist lifestyle, Scitovsky concluded that
people's need for stimulation is so vital that it can lead to violence if not satisfied by novelty--whether in
challenging work, art, fashion, gadgets, late-model cars, or scandal.

Though much of the book stands as arecord of American post-war prosperity and its problems, the revised
edition also takes into account recent social and economic changes. A new preface and a foreword by
economist Robert Frank cover some of these issues. Two revised chapters discuss the assimilation of
counter-cultural ideas throughout American society, especialy ideas concerning the quality of life. Scitovsky
draws fascinating connections between the new €lite of college-educated consumers and the emergence of a
growing underclass plagued by drugs and violence, perceptively tracing the reactions of these disparate
groups to the problems of leisure and boredom. In the wake of the the so-called "decade of greed” and amidst
callsfor a"kinder, gentler" society, The Joyless Economy seems more timely than ever.
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From reader reviews:
Karla Whisenant:

With other case, little individuals like to read book The Joyless Economy: The Psychology of Human
Satisfaction and Consumer Dissatisfaction (Galaxy Books). Y ou can choose the best book if you appreciate
reading a book. Providing we know about how isimportant a new book The Joyless Economy: The
Psychology of Human Satisfaction and Consumer Dissatisfaction (Galaxy Books). Y ou can add expertise
and of course you can around the world by way of abook. Absolutely right, simply because from book you
can learn everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple
matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book as well as
searching by internet product. It is called e-book. Y ou may use it when you feel bored to go to the library.
Let'sexamine.

Geneva Orta:

Book isto be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important usually. The book The Joyless Economy: The Psychology of Human
Satisfaction and Consumer Dissatisfaction (Galaxy Books) had been making you to know about other
understanding and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. Thereserve The
Joyless Economy: The Psychology of Human Satisfaction and Consumer Dissatisfaction (Galaxy Books) is
not only giving you far more new information but also to become your friend when you feel bored. Y ou can
spend your own personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship together with the book The
Joyless Economy: The Psychology of Human Satisfaction and Consumer Dissatisfaction (Galaxy Books).

Y ou never experience lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Lula Day:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyonein
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider if those information which isin the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstabl e resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Joyless Economy: The Psychology of Human
Satisfaction and Consumer Dissatisfaction (Galaxy Books) as your daily resource information.

Janice Smith:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject The Joyless
Economy: The Psychology of Human Satisfaction and Consumer Dissatisfaction (Galaxy Books) suitable to
you? Often the book was written by well-known writer in this era. The actual book untitled The Joyless
Economy: The Psychology of Human Satisfaction and Consumer Dissatisfaction (Galaxy Books)is the one



of several booksin which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a number of peoplein the
world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimension that you ever know before. The
author explained their strategy in the simple way, therefore al of people can easily to be aware of the core of
this book. This book will give you alot of information about this world now. So that you can see the
represented of the world with this book.
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