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Violence forms a constant backdrop to American history, from the revolutionary overthrow of British rule, to
the struggle for civil rights, to the present-day debates over the death penalty. It has served to challenge
authority, defend privilege, advance causes, and throttle hopes.
In the first anthology of its kind to appear in over thirty years, Documenting American Violence brings
together excerpts from a wide range of sources about incidents of violence in the United States. Each
document is set into context, allowing readers to see the event through the viewpoint of contemporary
participants and witnesses and to understand how these deeds have been excused, condemned, or vilified by
society. Organized topically, this volume looks at such diverse topics as famous crimes, vigilantism,
industrial violence, domestic abuse, and state-sanctioned violence. Among the events these primary sources
describe are:
--Benjamin Franklin's account of the Conestoga massacre, when an entire village of American Indians was
killed by the Paxton Boys, a group of frontier settlers
--militant abolitionist John Brown's attack on Harper's Ferry
--Ida B. Wells' condemnation of lynchings in the South
--the massacre of General Custer's 7th Cavalry at Little Bighorn, as witnessed by Cheyenne war chief Two
Moon
--Nat Turner's confession about the slave revolt he led in Southampton County, Virginia
--Oliver Wendell Holmes' diaries and letters as a young infantry officer in the Civil War
--a police officer's account of the Haymarket Trials
--Harry Thaw's murder of the Gilded Age's most prominent architect, Stanford White, through his own
published version of the events
--the post-trial, public confessions of Ray Bryant and J.W. Milam for the murder of Emmett Till
--the Los Angeles Police Department's investigation into the causes of the 1992 riot
Taken as a whole, this anthology opens a new window on American history, revealing how violence has
shaped America's past in every era.
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From reader reviews:

Marilyn Washington:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't want
do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Documenting American Violence: A
Sourcebook. All type of book are you able to see on many resources. You can look for the internet solutions
or other social media.

Gina Keller:

This book untitled Documenting American Violence: A Sourcebook to be one of several books which best
seller in this year, this is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will
easily to buy that book in the book shop or you can order it by means of online. The publisher with this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this guide from your list.

Kyle Guthrie:

The actual book Documenting American Violence: A Sourcebook has a lot of information on it. So when
you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by the very famous
author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to read you
may get the point easily after reading this article book.

Louella Rape:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting Documenting American
Violence: A Sourcebook that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading habit
all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world a great deal better then how they react
when it comes to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading habit only for the geeky individual
but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading
through as your good habit, you can pick Documenting American Violence: A Sourcebook become your
personal starter.
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