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Featuring full-color artwork, specially drawn maps and archive photographs, this study offers key insights
into the tactics, leadership, combat performance and subsequent reputations of six representative German and
Soviet infantry battalions pitched into three pivotal actions that determined the course of the Barbarossa
campaign at the height of World War II.

The Axis invasion of the Soviet Union on 22 June 1941 pitted Nazi Germany and her allies against Stalin's
forces in a mighty struggle for survival. Three German army groups - North, Center and South - advanced
into Soviet-held territory; Generalfeldmarschall Fedor von Bock's Army Group Center, the largest of these
three, was tasked with defeating General of the Army Dmitry Pavlov's Western Front in Belarus, and was
assigned two Panzer Groups to achieve this. Bock's command would complete the encirclement and
destruction of vast numbers of Soviet personnel and matériel at battles such as Bia?ystok-Minsk in June-July
and Smolensk in July-August before being halted as German efforts centered on the conquest of the Ukraine,
only to resume the offensive at the end of September. As the dust of summer gave way to the mud of
autumn, the ensuing German drive on Moscow was slowed and then halted by a Soviet counteroffensive
mounted by Konev's Kalinin and Timoshenko's Southwestern Fronts in December amid unusually harsh
winter conditions, marking the failure of the German Blitzkrieg; Army Group Centre was forced back and
Moscow remained in Soviet hands.

At the forefront of the German advance, fighting alongside the spearhead Panzer divisions, were the lorry-
borne infantrymen of the motorized infantry divisions. Unlike the Schützen, the specialist armored infantry
integral to the Panzer divisions, these highly trained motorized formations were organized, armed and
equipped as per their footslogging counterparts in the standard infantry divisions; together, these two troop
types were the forerunners of the formidable Panzergrenadier formations that would provide the Germans
with their mobile infantry forces in the climactic years of World War II.

Opposing the German mobile forces, the Soviets deployed rifle divisions and motorized rifle divisions, some
of which would be upgraded to Guards status following outstanding combat performance. The Soviet forces
fought tenaciously in the teeth of sometimes overwhelming local German superiority and with the threat of
savage reprisals from the NKVD troops at their backs, suffering huge losses but remaining in the fight until
the lines could be stabilized in the worsening winter conditions outside Moscow. Their clashes with the
motorized infantrymen of the German vanguard would shape the outcome of this mighty battle for survival.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Hanna:

Often the book German Infantryman vs Soviet Rifleman: Barbarossa 1941 (Combat) will bring someone to
the new experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. When you try to
find new book you just read, this book very appropriate to you. The book German Infantryman vs Soviet
Rifleman: Barbarossa 1941 (Combat) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-
book in the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Kristen Mazur:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time
to be learn. German Infantryman vs Soviet Rifleman: Barbarossa 1941 (Combat) can be your answer since it
can be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.

William Copeland:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but additionally novel and German Infantryman vs Soviet Rifleman:
Barbarossa 1941 (Combat) as well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the
fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or students
especially. Those publications are helping them to increase their knowledge. In some other case, beside
science publication, any other book likes German Infantryman vs Soviet Rifleman: Barbarossa 1941
(Combat) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Kerry Giles:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book German Infantryman vs Soviet
Rifleman: Barbarossa 1941 (Combat) to make your current reading is interesting. Your personal skill of
reading talent is developing when you including reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy
to see it and mingle the idea about book and examining especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like
to open a book and study it. Beside that the reserve German Infantryman vs Soviet Rifleman: Barbarossa
1941 (Combat) can to be your friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing
of these time.
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