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One of the most fundamental concepts influencing the development of human civilization is numbers. While
societies today rely on their understanding of numbers for everything from mapping the universe to running
word processing programs on computers to buying lunch, numbers are a human invention. Babylonian,
Roman, and Arabic societies devised influential systems for representing numbers, yet the story of how
numbers developed is far more complicated. Concepts such as zero, negative numbers, fractions, irrational
numbers, and roots of numbers were often controversial in the past. Numbers deals with the development of
numbers from fractions to algebraic numbers to transcendental numbers to complex numbers and their uses.
The book also examines in detail the number pi, the evolution of the idea of infinity, and the representation
of numbers in computers. The metric and American systems of measurement as well as the applications of
some historical concepts of numbers in such modern forms as cryptography and hand calculators are also
covered. Illustrations, thought-provoking text, and other supplemental material cover the key ideas, figures,
and events in the historical development of numbers.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Drew:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of
you maybe may update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This Numbers: Computers,
Philosophers, and the Search for Meaning (History of Mathematics (Facts on File)) is our recommendation to
cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Richard Forbes:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find guide that need more time to be read. Numbers: Computers, Philosophers, and the Search for Meaning
(History of Mathematics (Facts on File)) can be your answer since it can be read by an individual who have
those short spare time problems.

Paul Moore:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific Numbers: Computers, Philosophers,
and the Search for Meaning (History of Mathematics (Facts on File)) can give you a lot of buddies because
by you looking at this one book you have factor that they don't and make you more like an interesting
person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information
that maybe your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than different make you to be great individuals.
So , why hesitate? We should have Numbers: Computers, Philosophers, and the Search for Meaning (History
of Mathematics (Facts on File)).

Donald Ventura:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we
know those publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to
around the world. Through the book Numbers: Computers, Philosophers, and the Search for Meaning
(History of Mathematics (Facts on File)) we can take more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To
get creative person must want to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suited with your aim.
Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with that book Numbers: Computers, Philosophers, and the
Search for Meaning (History of Mathematics (Facts on File)). You can more pleasing than now.
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