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"Writing is a second chance at life," writes Jane McDonnell. "I think all writing constitutes an effort to
establish our own meaningfulness, even in the midst of sadness and disappointment."

In Living to Tell the Tale, McDonnell draws on this impulse, as well as on her own experiences as a writer
and teacher of memoir, to give us what should become the definitive book on writing "crisis memoirs" and
other kinds of personal narrative. She provides specific techniques and advice to help the writer discover his
or her inner voice, recognize—and then silence—the inner censor, begin a narrative, and develop it with such
aids as photographs and documents.

Citing many landmark works such as Maxine Hong Kingston's The Woman Warrior and Frank McCourt's
Angela's Ashes, as well as unpublished writings, McDonnell shows how writers can recreate past
experiences through memories, and imaginatively reshape material into the story that needs to be told. Each
chapter concludes with exercises to help the writer grapple with particular problems, such as trying to write
about experiences that are only partly recalled.

McDonnell also offers a list of recommended reading.

• Memoirs, such as Mary Karr's The Liars' Club (Penguin) have hit bestseller lists nationwide during the
past year, and are of great interest to aspiring writers.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Banks:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Living to Tell the Tale: A Guide to
Writing Memoir will make you to be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every
little thing. But some of you think which open or reading a book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why
they might be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or acceptable book with you?

Sergio Espinoza:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first
thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to attempt look for book,
may be the e-book untitled Living to Tell the Tale: A Guide to Writing Memoir can be excellent book to
read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Barbara Davis:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Living to Tell the Tale: A Guide to
Writing Memoir, you are able to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still desire to miss it?
What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its
called reading friends.

Carolyn Rodriguez:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading.
Some people likes studying, not only science book but also novel and Living to Tell the Tale: A Guide to
Writing Memoir or even others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the good a book,
you feel wish to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or students especially. Those
guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In various other case, beside science guide, any other book
likes Living to Tell the Tale: A Guide to Writing Memoir to make your spare time more colorful. Many
types of book like here.
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