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Disheartened by the shrink-wrapped, Styrofoam-packed state of contemporary supermarket fruits and
vegetables, many shoppers hark back to a more innocent time, to visions of succulent red tomatoes plucked
straight from the vine, gleaming orange carrots pulled from loamy brown soil, swirling heads of green lettuce
basking in the sun.

With Hybrid, Noel Kingsbury reveals that even those imaginary perfect foods are themselves far from
anything that could properly be called natural; rather, they represent the end of a millennia-long history of
selective breeding and hybridization. Starting his story at the birth of agriculture, Kingsbury traces the
history of human attempts to make plants more reliable, productive, and nutritious—a story that owes as
much to accident and error as to innovation and experiment. Drawing on historical and scientific accounts, as
well as a rich trove of anecdotes, Kingsbury shows how scientists, amateur breeders, and countless
anonymous farmers and gardeners slowly caused the evolutionary pressures of nature to be supplanted by
those of human needs—and thus led us from sparse wild grasses to succulent corn cobs, and from mealy,
white wild carrots to the juicy vegetables we enjoy today. At the same time, Kingsbury reminds us that
contemporary controversies over the Green Revolution and genetically modified crops are not new; plant
breeding has always had a political dimension.

A powerful reminder of the complicated and ever-evolving relationship between humans and the natural
world, Hybrid will give readers a thoughtful new perspective on—and a renewed appreciation of—the cereal
crops, vegetables, fruits, and flowers that are central to our way of life.
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From reader reviews:

Evelina Lewis:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that question since just
their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on guardería until university need this specific Hybrid: The History and Science of Plant
Breeding to read.

Judy Washburn:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time to
be read. Hybrid: The History and Science of Plant Breeding can be your answer given it can be read by
anyone who have those short free time problems.

Donald Foster:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Hybrid: The History and
Science of Plant Breeding is simple to create you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and soon.
If you did not have much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make
you better to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when one buys this book.

William Sam:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book Hybrid: The History and Science of
Plant Breeding to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the
sensation about book and looking at especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to available a book
and go through it. Beside that the reserve Hybrid: The History and Science of Plant Breeding can to be your
new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of their time.
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