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Known widely in Europe as "interpretive narrative archaeology," the practice of using creative methods to
interpret and present current knowledge of the past is gaining popularity in North America. This book is the
first compilation of international case studies of the various artistic methods used in this new form of
education—one that makes archaeology "come alive" for the nonprofessional. Plays, opera, visual art,
stories, poetry, performance dance, music, sculpture, digital imagery—all can effectively communicate
archaeological processes and cultural values to public audiences.

The 23 contributors to this volume are a diverse group of archaeologists, educators, and artisans who have
direct experience in schools, museums, and at archaeological sites. Citing specific examples, such as the film
The English Patient, science fiction mysteries, and hypertext environments, they explain how creative
imagination and the power of visual and audio media can personalize, contextualize, and demystify the
research process. A 16-page color section illuminates their examples, and an accompanying CD includes
relevant videos, music, web sites, and additional color images.

In their Introduction, the editors invoke the ancient muses to inspire the modern presenters and interpreters of
archaeological research. They aptly quote George Santayana, from his poem "The Power of Art":

". . . may our hands immortalize the day

When life was sweet, and save from utter death

The sacred past that should not pass away."

John H. Jameson Jr. is an archaeologist and John E. Ehrenhard is Director at the National Park Service's
Southeast Archeological Center in Tallahassee, Florida. Christine A. Finn is research associate at the
Institute of Archaeology at the University of Oxford in England.
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From reader reviews:

Lonnie Bowers:

The book Ancient Muses: Archaeology and the Arts give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time.
You need to use to make your capable more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting
pressure or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Ancient
Muses: Archaeology and the Arts to be your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your
personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You are able to know everything if
you like available and read a publication Ancient Muses: Archaeology and the Arts. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this
publication?

Lawanda Beverly:

The ability that you get from Ancient Muses: Archaeology and the Arts may be the more deep you
excavating the information that hide within the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to recognise but Ancient Muses: Archaeology and the Arts giving you joy feeling
of reading. The author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by anyone who read it
because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We propose you for having this particular Ancient Muses: Archaeology and the Arts instantly.

Jessie Adams:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Ancient Muses: Archaeology and the
Arts book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that can be understand by
anyone who have read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and
producing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still question Ancient Muses:
Archaeology and the Arts as good book not merely by the cover but also with the content. This is one
publication that can break don't evaluate book by its cover, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick
this specific!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to
yet another sixth sense.

Weston Brock:

This Ancient Muses: Archaeology and the Arts is brand new way for you who has attention to look for some
information because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know
otherwise you who still having little digest in reading this Ancient Muses: Archaeology and the Arts can be
the light food for you because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by means of anyone.
These books create itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book form.
People who think that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer.
So there is not any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should



be here for you. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book style for your better life and knowledge.
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