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Commemorating the Battle of Karbala, in which the Prophet Mohammad's grandson Hosayn and seventy-
two of his family members and supporters were martyred in 680 CE, is the central religious observance of
Shi'i Islam. Though much has been written about the rituals that reenact and venerate Karbala, until now no
one has studied women's participation in these observances. This collection of original essays by a
multidisciplinary team of scholars analyzes the diverse roles that women have played in the Karbala rituals,
as well as the varied ways in which gender-coded symbols have been used within religious and political
discourses.

The contributors to this volume consider women as participants in and observers of the Karbala rituals in
Iran, Iraq, Lebanon, India, Pakistan, and the United States. They find that women's experiences in the Shi'i
rituals vary considerably from one community to another, based on regional customs, personal preferences,
religious interpretations, popular culture, and socioeconomic background. The authors also examine the
gender symbolism within the rituals, showing how it reinforces distinctions between the genders while it also
highlights the centrality of women to the symbolic repertory of Shi'ism. Overall, the authors conclude that
while Shi'i rituals and symbols have in some ways been used to restrict women's social roles, in other ways
they have served to provide women with a sense of independence and empowerment.
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From reader reviews:

Dolores Stiger:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled The Women
of Karbala: Ritual Performance and Symbolic Discourses in Modern Shi'i Islam? Maybe it is to become best
activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can wiser
than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have other opinion?

Steven Ellison:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about
the data about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this
The Women of Karbala: Ritual Performance and Symbolic Discourses in Modern Shi'i Islam.

Katherine Wilcoxon:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this The Women of Karbala: Ritual Performance
and Symbolic Discourses in Modern Shi'i Islam publication written by well-known writer we are excited for
well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written inside good
manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then
you still doubt The Women of Karbala: Ritual Performance and Symbolic Discourses in Modern Shi'i Islam
as good book not just by the cover but also from the content. This is one publication that can break don't
judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your
reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Tracy Rojas:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you learn a book
you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have
read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The The Women of
Karbala: Ritual Performance and Symbolic Discourses in Modern Shi'i Islam offer you a new experience in
looking at a book.
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