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The First Amendment of the US Constitution’s Bill of Rights provides expressive freedoms through a
number of "clauses." Among these, the least explored clauses are the Assembly and Petition Clauses, which
provide that "Congress shall make no law...abridging...the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to
petition the Government for aredress of grievances." Most scholarly literature about the First Amendment
omits consideration of these core concepts, which date back at least as far as the Magna Carta. Thisomission
exists despite the fact that the US Supreme Court has termed these rights "among the most precious of
liberties guaranteed by the Bill of Rights" (United Mine Workersv. Illinois Bar Association [1967]).
Thisisthefirst anthology of scholarship about the Assembly and Petition Clauses, and assuchitisa
valuable addition to First Amendment literature. Editor Margaret M. Russell has assembled articles that shed
light on the origins, history, scope, and contemporary relevance of the rights of petition and assembly.

The first section treats the meaning of the assembly and petition clauses together and in constitutional
context, in response to some scholars who have pointed out that the two rights are linguistically and
inextricably linked in the text of the First Amendment. The second section turns separately to the Petition
Clause, which only in the past two decades has generated significant legal scholarly attention. The third
section focuses on the Assembly Clause, which has sparked considerably |ess scholarly attention, perhaps
because it is often collapsed conceptually with the Free Speech clause.

This lucidly written, well-organized anthology will be of great value to students and scholars of the law,
American history, and political science, aswell as anyone with aninterest in our basic rights.
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From reader reviews:
Harriet White:

The actual book Freedom of Assembly and Petition: The First Amendment, Its Constitutional History and
the Contemporary Debate (Bill of Rights) has alot associated with on it. So when you read this book you can
get alot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous author. The writer makes some research
ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this article
book.

Betty Smith:

This Freedom of Assembly and Petition: The First Amendment, Its Constitutional History and the
Contemporary Debate (Bill of Rights) is great guide for you because the content and that is full of
information for you who all always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This book reveal
it information accurately using great organize word or we can state no rambling sentences within it. So if you
are read this hurriedly you can have whole datain it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward
sentences but tough core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Freedom of Assembly and
Petition: The First Amendment, Its Constitutional History and the Contemporary Debate (Bill of Rights) in
your hand like having the world in your arm, factsin it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide that
offer you world inside ten or fifteen moment right but this book already do that. So , thisreally is good
reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt this?

Jennifer Trojanowski:

In thistime globalization it isimportant to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find alot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
Y ou can observe that now, alot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you is Freedom of Assembly and Petition: The First Amendment, Its Constitutional History
and the Contemporary Debate (Bill of Rights) this reserve consist alot of the information in the condition of
thisworld now. This book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The words styles that writer
useto explainit is easy to understand. The particular writer made some exploration when he makes this
book. That's why this book appropriate al of you.

Joan James:

Aswe know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This e-book Freedom of Assembly and Petition: The First Amendment, Its Constitutional
History and the Contemporary Debate (Bill of Rights) was filled about science. Spend your free time to add
your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a new



book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can fedl enjoy to read a publication. In the modern
eraliketoday, many waysto get book that you wanted.
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