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In 1939, fifty million Americans went to the movies every week, Louis B. Mayer was the highest-paid man
in the country, and Hollywood produced 530 feature films a year. One decade and five thousand movies
later, the studios were faltering. The 1940s became the decade of Hollywood's decline: anticommunist
hysteria excommunicated some of its best talent, while a 1948 antitrust consent decree ended many of the
business practices that had made the studio system so profitable.

In this masterful work of cultural history, the legendary Otto Friedrich tells the story of Hollywood's heyday
and decline in a vivid narrative featuring an all-star cast of the actors, writers, musicians, composers,
producers, directors, racketeers, labor leaders, journalists, and politicians who played major parts in the
movie capital during the turbulent decade from World War II to the Korean War.

Friedrich draws on sources from celebrity biographies to trade-union history, mingling lively gossip with
analysis of Hollywood's seedier business dealings and telling the stories of legendary movies such as Citizen
Kane, The Maltese Falcon, Double Indemnity, and All About Eve.

A classic portrait of a special place in a special time, City of Nets gives us a singular behind-the-scenes
glimpse into a bygone era that still captivates our imaginations.
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From reader reviews:

Kurt Hooper:

This CIty of Nets: A Portrait of Hollywood in the 1940's book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the
world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is actually information inside this book
incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get.
That CIty of Nets: A Portrait of Hollywood in the 1940's without we understand teach the one who studying
it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry CIty of Nets: A Portrait of Hollywood
in the 1940's can bring when you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' become full because
you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cell phone. This CIty of Nets: A Portrait of Hollywood in the
1940's having great arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Carlos Reese:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if
you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel happy read one with
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the CIty of Nets: A Portrait of Hollywood in
the 1940's is kind of e-book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Felix Smith:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many
books in the top checklist in your reading list is definitely CIty of Nets: A Portrait of Hollywood in the
1940's. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning out to be
precious person. By looking upward and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Lynn Bailey:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of news. With this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find
the CIty of Nets: A Portrait of Hollywood in the 1940's when you necessary it?
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