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Among the most beloved saints in the Catholic tradition, Francis of Assisi (c. 1181-1226) is popularly
remembered for his dedication to poverty, hislove of animals and nature, and his desire to follow perfectly
the teachings and example of Christ. During his lifetime and after his death, followers collected, for their
OWn purposes, numerous stories, anecdotes, and reports about Francis. As aresult, the man himself and his
own concerns became lost in legend.

In this authoritative and engaging new biography, Augustine Thompson, O.P., sifts through the surviving
evidence for the life of Francis using modern historical methods. The result is a complex yet sympathetic
portrait of the man and the saint. Francis emerges from this account as very much atypical thirteenth-century
Italian layman, but one who, when faced with unexpected crisesin his personal life, made decisions so
radical that they challenge his own society?and ours. Unlike the saint of legend, this Francis never had a
unigue divine inspiration to provide him with rules for following the teachings of Jesus. Rather, he spent his
life reacting to unexpected challenges, before which he often found himself unprepared and uncertain. The
Francis who emerges here is both more complex and more conflicted than that of older biographies. His
famed devotion to poverty isfound to be more nuanced than expected, perhaps not even his principal
spiritual concern. Thompson revisits events small and large in Francisslife, including his troubled relations
with his father, his contacts with Clare of Assisi, his encounter with the Muslim sultan, and his receiving the
Stigmata, to uncover the man behind the legends and popular images.

A tour de force of historical research and biographical writing, Francis of Assisi: A New Biography is
divided into two complementary parts?a stand alone biographical narrative and a close, annotated
examination of the historical sources about Francis. Taken together, the narrative and the survey of the
sources provide a much-needed fresh perspective on thisiconic figure. "As | have worked on this
biography," Thompson writes, "my respect for Francis and his vision has increased, and | hope that this book
will speak to modern people, believers and unbelievers alike, and that the Francis | have come to know will
have something to say to them today."
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From reader reviews:
Sean Scruggs:

The book Francis of Assisi: A New Biography can give more knowledge and information about everything
you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a book Francis of Assisi: A New Biography? Wide
variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that book can give many datafor us. It is
absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you
may give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Francis of Assisi: A New Biography has ssimple
shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. Y ou can appear the enormous world by
available and read aguide. So it is very wonderful.

Charlotte Womble:

Book isto be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. Asitis
known to us that book is very important for people. The book Francis of Assisi: A New Biography ended up
being making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is
extremely advantages for you. The guide Francis of Assisi: A New Biography is not only giving you
considerably more new information but also to get your friend when you feel bored. Y ou can spend your
personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship together with the book Francis of Assisi:
A New Biography. You never sense lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Clara Palmer:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider if those
information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Francis of Assisi: A New Biography as your daily
resource information.

Ronald Folk:

The book untitled Francis of Assisi: A New Biography contain alot of information on the idea. The writer
explains her idea with easy technique. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not
necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was published by famous author. The author will take
you in the new time of literary works. Y ou can read this book because you can keep reading your smart
phone, or model, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase
the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have anice study.
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