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In September 1781, the captain of the British slave ship Zong ordered 133 slaves thrown overboard, enabling
the ship’s ownersto file an insurance claim for their lost “cargo.” Accounts of this horrific event quickly
became a staple of abolitionist discourse on both sides of the Atlantic. lan Baucom revisits, in unprecedented
detail, the Zong atrocity, the ensuing court cases, reactions to the event and trials, and the business and social
dealings of the Liverpool merchants who owned the ship. Drawing on the work of an astonishing array of
literary and social theorists, including Walter Benjamin, Giovanni Arrighi, Jacques Derrida, and many
others, he argues that the tragedy is central not only to the trans-Atlantic slave trade and the political and
cultural archives of the black Atlantic but also to the history of modern capital and ethics. To apprehend the
Zong tragedy, Baucom suggests, is not to come to terms with an isolated atrocity but to encounter alogic of
violence key to the unfolding history of Atlantic modernity.

Baucom contends that the massacre and the trials that followed it bring to light an Atlantic cycle of capital
accumulation based on speculative finance, an economic cycle that has not yet run its course. The
extraordinarily abstract nature of today’s finance capital is the late-eighteenth-century system intensified.

Y et, as Baucom highlights, since the late 1700s, this rapacious specul ative culture has had detractors. He
traces the emergence and development of a counter-discourse he calls melancholy realism through
abolitionist and human-rights texts, British romantic poetry, Scottish moral philosophy, and the work of late-
twentieth-century literary theorists. In revealing how the Zong tragedy resonates within contemporary
financial systems and human-rights discourses, Baucom puts forth a deeply compelling, utterly original
theory of history: one that insists that an eighteenth-century atrocity is not past but present within the future
we now inhabit.
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From reader reviews:
Rolando Gil:

Baook iswritten, printed, or outlined for everything. Y ou can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book isimportant factor to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book Specters of the Atlantic: Finance
Capital, Slavery, and the Philosophy of History will make you to always be smarter. Y ou can feel alot more
confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that will open or reading any
book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of best
book or ideal book with you?

Edgar Villanueva:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turninto alife style. This reading routine give you lot
of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that
will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of book you read,
if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy read one
with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Specters of the Atlantic: Finance Capital,
Slavery, and the Philosophy of History iskind of publication which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

Robert Vargas:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick one
book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its include may doesn't work is difficult
job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic asin the outside search likes. Maybe
you answer might be Specters of the Atlantic: Finance Capital, Slavery, and the Philosophy of History why
because the amazing cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you actually.
Theinside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly assist
you to pick up this book.

Denise Wentzel:

Y ou are able to spend your free time to see this book this guide. This Specters of the Atlantic: Finance
Capital, Slavery, and the Philosophy of History is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the
beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have got much space to bring typically the printed book, you
can buy the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. Y ou can save the actual book in your smart phone.
Therefore there are alot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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