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In this collection of fourteen essays, Anne Scott MacLeod locates and describes shifts in the American
concept of childhood as those changes are suggested in nearly two centuries of children's stories.

Most of the essays concern domestic novels for children or adolescents—stories set more or less in the time
of their publication. Some essays also draw creatively on childhood memoirs, travel writings that contain
foreigners' observations of American children, and other studies of children's literature.

The topics on which MacLeod writes range from the current politicized marketplace for children's books, to
the reestablishment (and reconfiguration) of the family in recent children's fiction, to the ways that literature
challenges or enforces the idealization of children. MacLeod sometimes considers a single author's canon, as
when she discusses the feminism of the Nancy Drew mystery series or the Orwellian vision of Robert
Cormier. At other times, she looks at a variety of works within a particular period, for example, Jacksonian
America, the post-World War II decade, or the 1970s. MacLeod also examines books that were once
immensely popular but currently have no appreciable readership—the Horatio Alger stories, for
example—and finds fresh, intriguing ways to view the work of such well-known writers as Louisa May
Alcott, Beverly Cleary, and Paul Zindel.
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From reader reviews:

Travis Wysocki:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will want this American Childhood: Essays on Children's Literature of
the Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries..

Kathleen Owen:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book American Childhood: Essays on Children's
Literature of the Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries. will make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot
more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think this open or reading some sort of
book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you seeking best
book or appropriate book with you?

Rose Bennett:

This American Childhood: Essays on Children's Literature of the Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries. tend
to be reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The main reason of this
American Childhood: Essays on Children's Literature of the Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries. can be one
of several great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed
anyone with information that probably will shock your preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you
can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside that
this American Childhood: Essays on Children's Literature of the Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries. giving
you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we
understand it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Natalie Renz:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that question was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also know
that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book. Different
categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is American Childhood: Essays on



Children's Literature of the Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries..
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