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In the twentieth century, the Mekong Delta has emerged as one of Vietnam’s most important economic
regions. Its swamps, marshes, creeks, and canals have played a major role in Vietnam’s turbulent past, from
the struggles of colonialism to the Cold War and the present day. Quagmire considers these struggles, their
antecedents, and their legacies through the lens of environmental history.

Beginning with the French conquest in the 1860s, colonial reclamation schemes and pacification efforts
centered on the development of a dense network of new canals to open land for agriculture. These projects
helped precipitate economic and environmental crises in the 1930s, and subsequent struggles after 1945 led
to the balkanization of the delta into a patchwork of regions controlled by the Viet Minh, paramilitary
religious sects, and the struggling Franco-Vietnamese government. After 1954, new settlements were built
with American funds and equipment in a crash program intended to solve continuing economic and
environmental problems. Finally, the American military collapse in Vietnam is revealed as not simply a
failure of policy makers but also a failure to understand the historical, political, and environmental
complexity of the spaces American troops attempted to occupy and control.

By exploring the delta as a quagmire in both natural and political terms, Biggs shows how engineered
transformations of the Mekong Delta landscape - channelized rivers, a complex canal system, hydropower
development, deforestation - have interacted with equally complex transformations in the geopolitics of the
region. Quagmire delves beyond common stereotypes to present an intricate, rich history that shows how
closely political and ecological issues are intertwined in the human interactions with the water environment
in the Mekong Delta.

Watch the book trailer: http://www.youtube.com/user/UWashingtonPress#p/u/2/gp1-UItZqsk
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From reader reviews:

Angela Jones:

This Quagmire: Nation-Building and Nature in the Mekong Delta (Weyerhaeuser Environmental Books) are
generally reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The explanation of this Quagmire:
Nation-Building and Nature in the Mekong Delta (Weyerhaeuser Environmental Books) can be on the list of
great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed an individual
with information that possibly will shock your before knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring
it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this
Quagmire: Nation-Building and Nature in the Mekong Delta (Weyerhaeuser Environmental Books) giving
you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we realize it
useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Arlie Carrillo:

The actual book Quagmire: Nation-Building and Nature in the Mekong Delta (Weyerhaeuser Environmental
Books) will bring that you the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to describe the idea is
very unique. In case you try to find new book you just read, this book very suited to you. The book
Quagmire: Nation-Building and Nature in the Mekong Delta (Weyerhaeuser Environmental Books) is much
recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more easily
to read the book.

Paul Mackey:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This reserve Quagmire: Nation-Building and Nature in the Mekong Delta
(Weyerhaeuser Environmental Books) was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your
knowledge about your science competence. Some people has different feel when they reading the book. If
you know how big selling point of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like
currently, many ways to get book you wanted.

Freddie Valdez:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book Quagmire: Nation-Building and Nature in the
Mekong Delta (Weyerhaeuser Environmental Books) to make your current reading is interesting. Your skill
of reading expertise is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you
enjoy to learn it and mingle the sensation about book and reading through especially. It is to be 1st opinion
for you to like to start a book and learn it. Beside that the reserve Quagmire: Nation-Building and Nature in
the Mekong Delta (Weyerhaeuser Environmental Books) can to be your friend when you're feel alone and



confuse in doing what must you're doing of their time.
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