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Once a sleepy plantation society, the region from the Chesapeake Bay to coastal North Carolina modernized
and diversified its economy in the years before the Civil War. Central to this industrializing process was
slave labor. Money over Mastery, Family over Freedom tells the story of how slaves seized opportunities in
these conditions to protect their family members from the auction block.

Calvin Schermerhorn argues that the African American family provided the key to economic growth in the
antebellum Chesapeake. To maximize profits in the burgeoning regional industries, slaveholders needed to
employ or hire out a healthy supply of strong slaves, which tended to scatter family members. From each
generation, they also selected the young, fit, and fertile for sale or removal to the cotton South. Conscious of
this pattern, the enslaved were sometimes able to negotiate mutually beneficial labor terms?to save their
families despite that new economy.

Moving focus away from the traditional master-slave relationship in a staple-crop setting, Schermerhorn
demonstrates through extensive primary research that the slaves in the upper South were integral to the
development of the region’s modern political economy, whose architects embraced invention and ingenuity
even while deploying slaves to shoulder the burdens of its construction, production, and maintenance.

Money over Mastery, Family over Freedom proposes a new way of understanding the role of American
slaves in the antebellum marketplace. Rather than work against it, as one might suppose, enslaved people
engaged with the market somewhat as did free Americans. Slaves focused their energy and attention,
however, not on making money, as slaveholders increasingly did, but on keeping their kin out of the human
coffles of the slave trade.
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From reader reviews:

Phillip Ruiz:

The event that you get from Money over Mastery, Family over Freedom: Slavery in the Antebellum Upper
South (Studies in Early American Economy and Society from the Library Company of Philadelphia) is a
more deep you digging the information that hide into the words the more you get interested in reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Money over Mastery, Family over Freedom: Slavery
in the Antebellum Upper South (Studies in Early American Economy and Society from the Library Company
of Philadelphia) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in certain way that can be
understood by means of anyone who read that because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This
specific book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then
can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this specific Money
over Mastery, Family over Freedom: Slavery in the Antebellum Upper South (Studies in Early American
Economy and Society from the Library Company of Philadelphia) instantly.

Patricia Rhee:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
data about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is this Money
over Mastery, Family over Freedom: Slavery in the Antebellum Upper South (Studies in Early American
Economy and Society from the Library Company of Philadelphia).

Kevin Porter:

The actual book Money over Mastery, Family over Freedom: Slavery in the Antebellum Upper South
(Studies in Early American Economy and Society from the Library Company of Philadelphia) has a lot info
on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the
very famous author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to read
you can find the point easily after reading this book.

Marshall Jackson:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news.
In this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social like



newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of
the Money over Mastery, Family over Freedom: Slavery in the Antebellum Upper South (Studies in Early
American Economy and Society from the Library Company of Philadelphia) when you essential it?
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