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Here at last: the fully expanded, updated, and freshly designed second edition of the most comprehensive and
widely acclaimed guide to domestic architecture—in print since its publication in 1984, and acknowledged
everywhere as the unmatched, essential reference to American houses.

Focusing on dwellings in urban and suburban neighborhoods and rural locations all across the continental
United States—houses built over the past three hundred years reflecting every social and economic
background—this guide provides in-depth information on the essentials of domestic architecture with facts
and frames of reference that will enable you to look in a fresh way at the houses around you. With more than
1,600 detailed photographs and line illustrations, and a lucid, vastly informative text, it will teach you not
only to recognize distinct architectural styles but also to understand their historical significance. What does
that cornice signify? Or that porch? The shape of that door? The window treatment? When was this house
built? What does the style say about its builders and their eras? You'll find the answers to these and myriad
other questions in this encyclopedic and eminently practical book.

Here are more than fifty styles and their variants, spanning seven distinct historical periods. Each style is
illustrated with a large schematic drawing that highlights its most important identifying features. Additional
drawings and photographs provide, at a glance, common alternative shapes, principal subtypes, and close-up
views of typical small details—windows, doors, cornices, etc.—that can be difficult to see in full-house
illustrations. The accompanying text explains the identifying features of each style, describing where and in
what quantity they can be found, discussing all of its notable variants, and tracing their origin and history.

The book's introductory chapters provide invaluable general discussions of construction materials and
techniques, house shapes, and the various traditions of architectural fashion that have influenced American
house design through the past three centuries. A pictorial key and glossary simplifies identification,
connecting easily recognized architectural features—the presence of a tile roof, for example—to the styles in
which that feature is likely to be found.
           
Among the new material included in this edition are chapters on styles that have emerged in the thirty years
since the previous edition; a groundbreaking chapter on the development and evolution of American
neighborhoods; an appendix on approaches to construction in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries; an
expanded bibliography; and 600 new photographs and line drawings throughout.
           
Here is an indispensable resource—both easy and pleasurable to use—for the house lover and the curious
tourist, for the house buyer and the weekend stroller, for neighborhood preservation groups, architecture
buffs, and everyone who wants to know more about their own homes and communities. It is an invaluable
book of American architecture, culture, and history.
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From reader reviews:

Sue Joseph:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important normally. The book A Field Guide to American Houses (Revised): The
Definitive Guide to Identifying and Understanding America's Domestic Architecture was making you to
know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you.
The publication A Field Guide to American Houses (Revised): The Definitive Guide to Identifying and
Understanding America's Domestic Architecture is not only giving you far more new information but also to
get your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your book. Try to make
relationship using the book A Field Guide to American Houses (Revised): The Definitive Guide to
Identifying and Understanding America's Domestic Architecture. You never sense lose out for everything
when you read some books.

Rick Fairchild:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy read
one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular A Field Guide to American Houses
(Revised): The Definitive Guide to Identifying and Understanding America's Domestic Architecture is kind
of book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Lupe Holloway:

This A Field Guide to American Houses (Revised): The Definitive Guide to Identifying and Understanding
America's Domestic Architecture is great reserve for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who have always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This
book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we can point out no rambling sentences within it. So
if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight
forward sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having A Field Guide to
American Houses (Revised): The Definitive Guide to Identifying and Understanding America's Domestic
Architecture in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous a single. We can
say that no guide that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this publication already do
that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?

Arthur Fabry:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book A Field Guide to American Houses



(Revised): The Definitive Guide to Identifying and Understanding America's Domestic Architecture to make
your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading talent is developing when you like
reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the idea about book and
looking at especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to available a book and learn it. Beside that the
guide A Field Guide to American Houses (Revised): The Definitive Guide to Identifying and Understanding
America's Domestic Architecture can to be your new friend when you're experience alone and confuse in
what must you're doing of their time.
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