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King John has been perceived as one of England's most notorious monarchs. Medieval writers and later
historians condemn him as a tyrant, seeing his long-running dispute with the church as evidence of a king
who showed little regard for his faith. This book takes issue with orthodox opinion, arguing that in matters of
religion, the critique obscures the evidence for a ruler who realized that outward manifestations of faith were
an important part of kingship. It demonstrates that John maintained chapels and chaplains, prayed at shrines
of the saints, kept his own collection of holy relics, endowed masses, founded and supported religious
houses, and fed the poor - providing for his soul and emphasising his aura of authority. In these areas, he
ranks alongside many other medieval rulers. The book also presents a major reassessment of the king's
dispute with the church, when England was subject to a generalinterdict, and the king was excommunicate,
the severest sanctions the medieval church could impose. It reveals the lasting damage to the king's
reputation, but also shows how royal religious activity continued whilst king and pope were at loggerheads.
Furthermore, despite his vilification since his death, there were those prepared to honour John's memory,
during the medieval period and beyond. Dr Paul Webster is a Teaching Associate at CardiffUniversity, in the
Cardiff School of History, Archaeology and Religion.
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From reader reviews:

Hattie Jasso:

Within other case, little people like to read book King John and Religion (Studies in the History of Medieval
Religion). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important any book King John and Religion (Studies in the History of Medieval Religion). You can add
know-how and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can
know everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue
until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can open a book or even searching by internet
gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Theodore Pritchard:

The ability that you get from King John and Religion (Studies in the History of Medieval Religion) is a more
deep you digging the information that hide in the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to recognise but King John and Religion (Studies in the History of Medieval
Religion) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in particular way that
can be understood through anyone who read the idea because the author of this publication is well-known
enough. This particular book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to
understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly
recommend you for having this kind of King John and Religion (Studies in the History of Medieval
Religion) instantly.

Gerald Magee:

The reserve untitled King John and Religion (Studies in the History of Medieval Religion) is the e-book that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to a
person. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did
a lot of exploration when write the book, so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate.
You also will get the e-book of King John and Religion (Studies in the History of Medieval Religion) from
the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Eleanor Hotchkiss:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get great
deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have read is
King John and Religion (Studies in the History of Medieval Religion).
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