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John Jay was a central figure in the early history of the American Republic. A New York lawyer, born in
1745, Jay served his country with the greatest distinction, and was one of the most influential of its Founding
Fathers. In this first full-length biography of John Jay in almost 70 years, Walter Stahr brings Jay vividly to
life, setting his astonishing career against the background of the American Revolution.

Drawing on substantial new material, Walter Stahr has written a full and highly readable portrait of both the
public and private man. It is the story not only of John Jay himself, the most prominent native-born New
Yorker of the eighteenth century, but also of his engaging and intelligent wife, Sarah, who accompanied her
husband on his wartime diplomatic missions. This lively and compelling biography presents Jay in the light
he deserves: as a major Founding Father, a true national hero, and a leading architect of America's future.

Praise for the print edition of JOHN JAY:

“Walter Stahr’s even-handed account, the first big biography of Jay in decades, is riveting on the matter of
negotiating tactics, as practiced by Adams, Jay and Franklin.”
— The Economist

“Walter Stahr writes with great insight, and this wonderful book should restore Jay’s place in the pantheon of
our great Founding Fathers.”
—Walter Isaacson, author of Benjamin Franklin: An American Life and Steve Jobs

“Stahr’s Jay is a welcome and worthy biography.”
— The Sunday Times (London)

“Walter Stahr, an independent scholar, has written a fascinating, learned and beautifully written biography of
a major figure of the American Revolution, one who has been too long overlooked. Mr. Stahr deserves
consideration for the Pulitzer Prize for biography.”
— Washington Times

“Mr. Stahr is a superlative biographer, reporting the criticisms made of his subject and then showing why, in
most cases, Jay knew better than his contemporary critics or later historians.”
— New York Sun

“Until Walter Stahr’s splendid new biography appeared, the most recent biography of Jay was Frank
Monaghan’s John Jay: Defender of Liberty against Kings and Peoples (1935), published some seven decades
ago.”
— Journal of American History

“Walter Stahr’s excellent new biography should re-establish Jay’s standing as one of America’s great
statesmen. It portrays Jay’s life with a balance and command of the material worthy of the subject.”
— Weekly Standard

“Stahr . . . captures both his subject’s seriousness and his thoughtful, affectionate side as son, husband, father



and friend. In humanizing Jay, Stahr makes him an appealing figure accessible to a large readership and
places Jay once again in the company of America’s greatest statesmen, where he unquestionably belongs.”
— Publishers Weekly

“Stahr has succeeded splendidly in his aim of recovering the reputation of John Jay as a major founder. His
biography is a reliable and clearly written account [and] makes a persuasive case for including Jay among the
first rank of Revolutionary leaders.”
— Gordon S. Wood in The New York Review of Books

“Walter Stahr has not only given us a meticulous study of the life of John Jay, but one very much written in
the spirit of the man. It is thorough, fair, consistently intelligent, and presented with the most scrupulous
accuracy.”
— Ron Chernow, author of Alexander Hamilton

AUTHOR BIO:
Walter Stahr was born in Massachusetts, grew up in Southern California, and attended the Phillips Exeter
Academy, Stanford University and Harvard Law School. After a twenty-five year career as a lawyer he
returned to his first love, American history, to research and write a biography of John Jay. Stahr lives, with
his wife Masami and two children, in Exeter, New Hampshire, and Newport Beach, California. His website
is walterstahr.com.
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From reader reviews:

John Champlin:

The book John Jay: Founding Father make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your
capable far more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem
using your subject. If you can make reading through a book John Jay: Founding Father being your habit, you
can get far more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects.
You may know everything if you like start and read a guide John Jay: Founding Father. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this guide?

Harry Duffey:

The knowledge that you get from John Jay: Founding Father will be the more deep you looking the
information that hide inside words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is
hard to recognise but John Jay: Founding Father giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The author
conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by simply anyone who read that because the
author of this e-book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So
it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for
having this specific John Jay: Founding Father instantly.

Lauren Smith:

Beside this John Jay: Founding Father in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the
new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh in the oven so don't be
worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have John Jay:
Founding Father because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you sometimes
have book but you would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this
with your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and read it from today!

Elda Ornelas:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book John Jay: Founding Father to make your own
reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is developing when you including reading. Try to
choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the opinion about book and looking at
especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to start a book and study it. Beside that the reserve John Jay:
Founding Father can to be your new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with what must you're
doing of that time.
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