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Throughout the contest for the 2008 Democratic presidential nomination, politicians and voters alike worried
that the outcome might depend on the preferences of unelected superdelegates. This concern threw into relief
the prevailing notion that—such unusually competitive cases notwithstanding—people, rather than parties,
should and do control presidential nominations. But for the past several decades, The Party Decides shows,
unelected insiders in both major parties have effectively selected candidates long before citizens reached the
ballot box.

Tracing the evolution of presidential nominations since the 1790s, this volume demonstrates how party
insiders have sought since America’s founding to control nominations as a means of getting what they want
from government. Contrary to the common view that the party reforms of the 1970s gave voters more power,
the authors contend that the most consequential contests remain the candidates’ fights for prominent
endorsements and the support of various interest groups and state party leaders. These invisible primaries
produce frontrunners long before most voters start paying attention, profoundly influencing final election
outcomes and investing parties with far more nominating power than is generally recognized.
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From reader reviews:

Kim Bogdan:

The book The Party Decides: Presidential Nominations Before and After Reform (Chicago Studies in
American Politics) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you
want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing like a book The Party Decides: Presidential Nominations
Before and After Reform (Chicago Studies in American Politics)? A few of you have a different opinion
about book. But one aim that will book can give many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to
closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you
could share all of these. Book The Party Decides: Presidential Nominations Before and After Reform
(Chicago Studies in American Politics) has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for
you. You can search the enormous world by wide open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Virginia Villalon:

This The Party Decides: Presidential Nominations Before and After Reform (Chicago Studies in American
Politics) book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you
have by reading this book is definitely information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get details
which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This particular The Party Decides:
Presidential Nominations Before and After Reform (Chicago Studies in American Politics) without we
recognize teach the one who reading it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't always be worry
The Party Decides: Presidential Nominations Before and After Reform (Chicago Studies in American
Politics) can bring if you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' come to be full because you
can have it with your lovely laptop even phone. This The Party Decides: Presidential Nominations Before
and After Reform (Chicago Studies in American Politics) having very good arrangement in word along with
layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Katie Harper:

The book The Party Decides: Presidential Nominations Before and After Reform (Chicago Studies in
American Politics) has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot
of profit. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this
book. This particular book very easy to read you can get the point easily after scanning this book.

Jack Murray:

This The Party Decides: Presidential Nominations Before and After Reform (Chicago Studies in American
Politics) is great e-book for you because the content which can be full of information for you who have
always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it data accurately
using great organize word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read that hurriedly
you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tricky core



information with splendid delivering sentences. Having The Party Decides: Presidential Nominations Before
and After Reform (Chicago Studies in American Politics) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm,
facts in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen minute
right but this publication already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs.
stressful do you still doubt which?
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