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In 1854, faced with the threat of yet another brutal beating, a fifty-year-old slave in Mason County,
Kentucky, decided to try again to escape. His first attempt had ended in his near starvation as he hid for nine
weeks in a swamp, before hunger compelled him to return to his master. This time the slave sought the help
of a neighbor with abolitionist sympathies, and he joined the hundreds of other fugitive slaves fleeing across
the Ohio River and north to Canada on the Underground Railroad. After his arrival in Toronto he discarded
his master's surname (Parker), renamed himself Francis Fedric, and married an Englishwoman. In 1857, he
traveled with his wife to Great Britain, where he lectured on behalf of the antislavery cause and published
two versions of his life story.

Born in Virginia circa 1805, Francis Fedric was not unlike thousands of other African Americans who
escaped slavery in the southern states and sought refuge in Britain. Many of his fellow ex-slaves also joined
the abolitionist lecture circuit and published memoirs to support both the cause and themselves. Addressed to
a British audience, these memoirs constitute a distinctive subgenre of the slave narrative, and an essential
continuation of the narrative tradition established in England by Olaudah Equiano, Ottobah Cugoano, and
Mary Prince.

The first of Fedric's two memoirs, Life and Sufferings of Francis Fedric, While in Slavery: An Escaped Slave
after 51 Years in Bondage (1859), offers a brief but vivid and dramatic twelve-page description of his
escape. Slave Life in Virginia and Kentucky; or, Fifty Years of Slavery in the Southern States of America
(1863) provides a much more detailed account of life as a slave and of plantation culture in the southern
states. Together the two works present a mesmerizing and distinct perspective on slavery in the South.
Amazingly, these narratives, among the most interesting of the genre, remained out of print for nearly a
hundred and fifty years. Collected here for the first time and meticulously edited by C. L. Innes, Slave Life in
Virginia and Kentucky: A Narrative by Francis Fedric, Escaped Slave includes a contextual introduction,
substantial biographical information on Fedric, and extensive annotations that situate and illuminate his
work. Long forgotten and never before published in the United States, Fedric's narratives are certain to take
their rightful place alongside the most recognizable accounts in the canon of slave memoirs.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Davis:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people
in the world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Slave Life in Virginia and
Kentucky: A Narrative by Francis Fedric, Escaped Slave (Library of Southern Civilization). All type of book
is it possible to see on many resources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Julian Loredo:

This Slave Life in Virginia and Kentucky: A Narrative by Francis Fedric, Escaped Slave (Library of
Southern Civilization) book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The
benefit you have by reading this book will be information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get
data which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Slave Life in Virginia
and Kentucky: A Narrative by Francis Fedric, Escaped Slave (Library of Southern Civilization) without we
understand teach the one who reading through it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't always be
worry Slave Life in Virginia and Kentucky: A Narrative by Francis Fedric, Escaped Slave (Library of
Southern Civilization) can bring if you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn out to be full
because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Slave Life in Virginia and
Kentucky: A Narrative by Francis Fedric, Escaped Slave (Library of Southern Civilization) having good
arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Diana Rush:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want really feel
happy read one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the Slave Life in Virginia
and Kentucky: A Narrative by Francis Fedric, Escaped Slave (Library of Southern Civilization) is kind of e-
book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Teresa Spillman:

Beside that Slave Life in Virginia and Kentucky: A Narrative by Francis Fedric, Escaped Slave (Library of
Southern Civilization) in your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The
information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel
like an previous people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Slave Life in Virginia and
Kentucky: A Narrative by Francis Fedric, Escaped Slave (Library of Southern Civilization) because this



book offers for you readable information. Do you often have book but you seldom get what it's interesting
features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot
be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book
in addition to read it from now!
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