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Chicago's impressive industrial expansion in the late nineteenth century convinced most observers that the
city was defined by the crass pursuit of wealth and that its architecture was, as described by Lewis Mumford,
"a brutal network of industrial necessities." In a major new book, Daniel Bluestone disputes this vision of the
city. Combining architectural history and cultural analysis, Bluestone explores the creation of Chicago's
parks, churches, skyscrapers, and civic buildings. He finds that the structure of the city was influenced as
much by the moral, cultural, and aesthetic aspirations of its local elite as by the untempered forces of
commerce and capital. Bluestone shows how nineteenth-century Chicago architects and their clients
attempted to create a distinctive landscape that could distract residents and visitors form the gritty
commercial workings of the city while demonstrating a commitment to urbanism that went beyond the
marketplace. He surveys the parks that were created to mediate relations between social classes; the churches
relocated in residential areas so that they could avoid the dominance of new downtown buildings; the plans
for lakefront civic centers architecturally distinguished from the forms of the city's famous early
skyscrapers-including the Rookery, the Monadnock, the Columbus Memorial, and the Masonic Temple. And
he examines these early Chicago skyscrapers, noting how their monumental entrances, embellished lobbies,
artistic elevators, and spacious light courts were designed to soften their commercial edges to recast the city's
image, and to cultivate an emerging middle class of white-collar workers. A richly illustrated contribution to
urban and architectural history, Bluestone's book is also a perceptive look at central features in the design of
this quintessential American city.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Delarosa:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Constructing Chicago
book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred %
guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Alberto Redden:

This Constructing Chicago usually are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why.
The reason of this Constructing Chicago can be among the great books you must have is actually giving you
more than just simple examining food but feed anyone with information that probably will shock your
preceding knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Constructing Chicago giving you an enormous
of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day
action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Corinna Edwards:

Constructing Chicago can be one of your starter books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight
away because this guide has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in words, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her
effort to set every word into delight arrangement in writing Constructing Chicago however doesn't forget the
main level, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource info that maybe you can be
certainly one of it. This great information may drawn you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.

Lillian Burbank:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific Constructing Chicago can give you a lot of buddies
because by you checking out this one book you have matter that they don't and make you more like an
interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you
information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great
persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have Constructing Chicago.
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