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A fast-paced adventure of a 1930s kidnapper

In late January of 1934, as authorities delivered John Dillinger to an Indiana jail, the United States Justice
Department announced, for the first time, that the Federal Bureau of Investigation had just captured
America’s Public Enemy No. 1. It was not Dillinger the Justice Department was referring to, but an affable
railroader turned outlaw, Verne Sankey. Now Timothy W. Bjorkman has written the first full-length
biography of this overlooked criminal, relating how a South Dakota family man became a bootlegger, a bank
robber, and eventually, a kidnapper whose deeds heralded a nationwide crime spree.

In the early days of Prohibition, Sankey, then a locomotive engineer, was drawn to the easy money he could
make bootlegging. When crime syndicates monopolized the trade and Prohibition’s end was in sight, he
turned to the occasional bank robbery and eventually to a ransom scheme. In tracing the life of Sankey—and
his demure wife, Fern—Bjorkman depicts a good-natured man, friendly neighbor, and gentleman rumrunner
catering to the banker and broker trade. He also explores Sankey’s motivations, his identification as
America’s first Public Enemy, and his ultimate descent into oblivion.

Verne Sankey: America’s First Public Enemy is a riveting narrative set amid the Great Depression.
Bjorkman’s research painstakingly reveals the life of Verne Sankey and his times, delving into the intriguing
story of the family of his kidnapping victim, Charles Boettcher II, and the stark contrast between wealth and
poverty during some of America’s most harrowing days.
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From reader reviews:

Sandra Davis:

The reason? Because this Verne Sankey: America’s First Public Enemy is an unordinary book that the inside
of the e-book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you with the secret this inside.
Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful way makes the
content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give
you a lot of rewards than the other book include such as help improving your ability and your critical
thinking means. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the book store
hurriedly.

James Sweeney:

This Verne Sankey: America’s First Public Enemy is great e-book for you because the content which is full
of information for you who also always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. That book
reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can state no rambling sentences within it. So if you are
read that hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward
sentences but challenging core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Verne Sankey:
America’s First Public Enemy in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous
one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen second right but this publication
already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?

Anne Shibata:

The book untitled Verne Sankey: America’s First Public Enemy contain a lot of information on it. The writer
explains the girl idea with easy approach. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do
not necessarily worry, you can easy to read this. The book was authored by famous author. The author will
bring you in the new period of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can keep reading
your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the
e-book, you can open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice examine.

Dianne Roy:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Verne Sankey: America’s First Public Enemy was
multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Verne Sankey: America’s First
Public Enemy has many kinds or type. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private
investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are make
you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like
reading this.
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