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The glamorous world of big-city geisha is familiar to many readers, but little has been written of the life of
hardship and pain led by the hot-springs-resort geisha. Indentured to geisha houses by families in desperate
poverty, deprived of freedom and identity, these young women lived in a world of sex for sale, unadorned by
the trappings of wealth and celebrity.

Sayo Masuda has written the first full-length autobiography of a former hot-springs-resort geisha. Masuda
was sent to work as a nursemaid at the age of six and then was sold to a geisha house at the age of twelve. In
keeping with tradition, she first worked as a servant while training in the arts of dance, song, shamisen, and
drum. In 1940, aged sixteen, she made her debut as a geisha.

Autobiography of a Geisha chronicles the harsh life in the geisha house from which Masuda and her "sisters"
worked. They were routinely expected to engage in sex for payment, and Masuda's memoir contains a grim
account of a geisha's slow death from untreated venereal disease. Upon completion of their indenture, geisha
could be left with no means of making a living. Marriage sometimes meant rescue, but the best that most
geisha could hope for was to become a man's mistress.

Masuda also tells of her life after leaving the geisha house, painting a vivid panorama of the grinding poverty
of the rural poor in wartime Japan. As she eked out an existence on the margins of Japanese society, earning
money in odd jobs and hard labor?even falling in with Korean gangsters?Masuda experienced first hand the
anguish and the fortitude of prostitutes, gangster mistresses, black-market traders, and abandoned mothers
struggling to survive in postwar Japan.

Happiness was always short-lived for Masuda, but she remained compassionate and did what she could to
help others; indeed, in sharing her story, she hoped that others might not suffer as she had. Although barely
able to write, her years of training in the arts of entertaining made her an accomplished storyteller, and
Autobiography of a Geisha is as remarkable for its wit and humor as for its unromanticized candor. It is the
superbly told tale of a woman whom fortune never favored yet never defeated.
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From reader reviews:

Jonas Jones:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book thus.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new information.
When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the character types
do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Autobiography of a Geisha, it is possible to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours e-book.
Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Nicole Norris:

The publication untitled Autobiography of a Geisha is the book that recommended to you to see. You can see
the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to a person. The language that creator use to explained
their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book,
hence the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of
Autobiography of a Geisha from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

David Packard:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV,
or playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different
you can read a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all
day long to reading a publication. The book Autobiography of a Geisha it is quite good to read. There are a
lot of folks that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In the event you did
not have enough space to develop this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to
read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book has high quality.

Brenda Burrows:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for you is Autobiography of a Geisha this book consist a lot of the information on the
condition of this world now. That book was represented how do the world has grown up. The vocabulary
styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some research when he
makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.
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