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Why are some parts of the world so rich and others so poor? Why did the Industrial Revolution--and the
unprecedented economic growth that came with it--occur in eighteenth-century England, and not at some
other time, or in some other place? Why didn't industrialization make the whole world rich--and why did it
make large parts of the world even poorer? In A Farewell to Aims, Gregory Clark tackles these profound
questions and suggests a new and provocative way in which culture--not exploitation, geography, or
resources--explains the wealth, and the poverty, of nations.

Countering the prevailing theory that the Industrial Revolution was sparked by the sudden development of
stable palitical, legal, and economic ingtitutions in seventeenth-century Europe, Clark shows that such
institutions existed long before industrialization. He argues instead that these institutions gradually led to
deep cultura changes by encouraging people to abandon hunter-gatherer instincts-violence, impatience, and
economy of effort-and adopt economic habits-hard work, rationality, and education.

The problem, Clark says, isthat only societies that have long histories of settlement and security seem to
develop the cultural characteristics and effective workforces that enable economic growth. For the many
societies that have not enjoyed long periods of stability, industrialization has not been a blessing. Clark also
dissects the notion, championed by Jared Diamond in Guns, Germs, and Steel, that natural endowments such
as geography account for differences in the wealth of nations.

A brilliant and sobering challenge to the idea that poor societies can be economically developed through
outside intervention, A Farewell to Alms may change the way global economic history is understood.
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From reader reviews:
Jimmy Stansberry:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. Y ou can recognize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book A Farewell to Alms: A Brief
Economic History of the World (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) will make you to
be smarter. Y ou can feel far more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that
will open or reading any book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they may be thought
like that? Have you in search of best book or suited book with you?

Anthony Callahan:

This A Farewell to Alms: A Brief Economic History of the World (The Princeton Economic History of the
Western World) book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world isin your hands. The
benefit you receive by reading this book is usually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will
get information which is getting deeper an individual read alot of information you will get. This specific A
Farewell to Alms: A Brief Economic History of the World (The Princeton Economic History of the Western
World) without we understand teach the one who examining it become critical in considering and analyzing.
Don't always be worry A Farewell to Alms: A Brief Economic History of the World (The Princeton
Economic History of the Western World) can bring if you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves grow to be full because you can haveit in the lovely laptop even phone. This A Farewell to
Alms:. A Brief Economic History of the World (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World)
having excellent arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Robert Delaney:

Y ou are able to spend your free time to read this book this book. This A Farewell to Alms: A Brief
Economic History of the World (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) is simple to bring
you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not possess much space to bring often the
printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save typicaly the
book in your smart phone. So there are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Brant Castillo:

Asapupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading'sinternal or real their
hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but nothing
reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't see colorful
photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. Aswe know that
on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's



country. Therefore this A Farewell to Alms: A Brief Economic History of the World (The Princeton
Economic History of the Western World) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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