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In February 1956 the president of IBM, Thomas Watson Jr., hired the industrial designer and architect Eliot
F. Noyes, charging him with reinventing IBM’s corporate image, from stationery and curtains to products
such as typewriters and computers and to laboratory and administration buildings. What followed—a story
told in full for the first time in John Harwood’s The Interface—remade IBM in a way that would also
transform the relationships between design, computer science, and corporate culture.

IBM’s program assembled a cast of leading figures in American design: Noyes, Charles Eames, Paul Rand,
George Nelson, and Edgar Kaufmann Jr. The Interface offers a detailed account of the key role these
designers played in shaping both the computer and the multinational corporation. Harwood describes a
surprising inverse effect: the influence of computer and corporation on the theory and practice of design.
Here we see how, in the period stretching from the “invention” of the computer during World War II to the
appearance of the personal computer in the mid-1970s, disciplines once well outside the realm of
architectural design—information and management theory, cybernetics, ergonomics, computer
science—became integral aspects of design.

As the first critical history of the industrial design of the computer, of Eliot Noyes’s career, and of some of
the most important work of the Office of Charles and Ray Eames, The Interface supplies a crucial chapter in
the story of architecture and design in postwar America—and an invaluable perspective on the computer and
corporate cultures of today.
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From reader reviews:

Samuel Brown:

The book The Interface: IBM and the Transformation of Corporate Design, 1945-1976 (A Quadrant Book)
can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing
like a book The Interface: IBM and the Transformation of Corporate Design, 1945-1976 (A Quadrant
Book)? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book can give many info
for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or info that you
take for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Interface: IBM and
the Transformation of Corporate Design, 1945-1976 (A Quadrant Book) has simple shape however, you
know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by wide open and read
a book. So it is very wonderful.

Nicole Norris:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this publication. This The Interface: IBM and the
Transformation of Corporate Design, 1945-1976 (A Quadrant Book) is simple bringing you can read it in the
park, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy
typically the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone.
Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Curtis Phillips:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Interface: IBM and the
Transformation of Corporate Design, 1945-1976 (A Quadrant Book) which is finding the e-book version. So
, try out this book? Let's observe.

Anita Burns:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This book The Interface: IBM and the Transformation of Corporate Design, 1945-1976 (A
Quadrant Book) was filled with regards to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your
scientific disciplines competence. Some people has various feel when they reading the book. If you know
how big advantage of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like
currently, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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