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Ancient Greek culture is pervaded by a profound ambivalence regarding female beauty. It is an awe-
inspiring, supremely desirable gift from the gods, essential to the perpetuation of a man's name through
reproduction; yet it also grants women terrifying power over men, posing a threat inseparable from its allure.
The myth of Helen is the central site in which the ancient Greeks expressed and reworked their culture's
anxieties about erotic desire. Despite the passage of three millennia, contemporary culture remains almost
obsessively preoccupied with all the power and danger of female beauty and sexuality that Helen still
represents. Yet Helen, the embodiment of these concerns for our purported cultural ancestors, has been little
studied from this perspective. Such issues are also central to contemporary feminist thought.

Helen of Troy engages with the ancient origins of the persistent anxiety about female beauty, focusing on this
key figure from ancient Greek culture in a way that both extends our understanding of that culture and
provides a useful perspective for reconsidering aspects of our own. Moving from Homer and Hesiod to
Sappho, Aeschylus, and Euripides, Ruby Blondell offers a fresh examination of the paradoxes and
ambiguities that Helen embodies. In addition to literary sources, Blondell considers the archaeological
record, which contains evidence of Helen's role as a cult figure, worshipped by maidens and newlyweds. The
result is a compelling new interpretation of this alluring figure.
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Stiles:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book called Helen of Troy:
Beauty, Myth, Devastation? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You already know beside you can
spend your time with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion
or you have different opinion?

Raymond Simmons:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a while
is reading. Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than
other is high. For you who want to start reading a book, we give you that Helen of Troy: Beauty, Myth,
Devastation book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a
book.

Carlton Solley:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them is
this Helen of Troy: Beauty, Myth, Devastation.

Nathan Pope:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different
you can read a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a book. The book Helen of Troy: Beauty, Myth, Devastation it is extremely good to
read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. If
you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore easily
to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book features high quality.
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