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The claim, often made, that India--uniquely among civilizations--lacks historical writing distracts us from a
more pertinent question, according to Romila Thapar: how to recognize the historical sense of societies
whose past is recorded in ways very different from European conventions. In The Past Before Us, a
distinguished scholar of ancient India guides us through a panoramic survey of the historical traditions of
North India. Thapar reveals a deep and sophisticated consciousness of history embedded in the diverse body
of classical Indian literature.

The history recorded in such texts as the Ramayana and the Mahabharata is |ess concerned with
authenticating persons and events than with presenting a picture of traditions striving to retain legitimacy and
continuity amid social change. Spanning an epoch of nearly twenty-five hundred years, from 1000 BCE to
1400 CE, Thapar delineates three distinct historical traditions. an Itihasa-Purana tradition of Brahman
authors; atradition composed mainly by Buddhist and Jaina scholars; and a popular bardic tradition. The
Vedic corpus, the epics, the Buddhist canon and monastic chronicles, inscriptions, regional accounts, and
royal biographies and dramas are all scrutinized afresh--not as sources to be mined for factual data but as
genres that disclose how Indians of ancient times represented their own past to themselves.
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From reader reviews:
Kim Bartlett:

Reading a publication can be one of alot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you alot of new
information. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number
of waysto share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story
how the character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you
read this The Past Before Us: Historical Traditions of Early North India, you can tells your family, friends
along with soon about yours book. Y our knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Darren Custer:

Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the guide untitled The Past Before Us: Historical Traditions of Early North Indiacan
be excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Johnny Powers:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can haveit in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This specific The Past Before Us: Historical Traditions of Early
North India can give you alot of buddies because by you investigating this one book you have thing that
they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. That book can be one of astep for you to
get success. This book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more
than additional make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? L et's have The Past Before Us:
Historical Traditions of Early North India.

Monika Cunniff:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. Y ou can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of news. On
this modern eralike at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. Y ou can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for the
The Past Before Us: Historical Traditions of Early North India when you essential it?
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