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By the 1920s, English comic Stan Laurel had been in dozens of films and American Oliver Hardy had
appeared in hundreds, but it was not until they formed a duo together in 1926 that they began to truly be
noticed. Once they did, however, Laurel & Hardy became one of the most famous comedy teams in
American history, with a career that spanned 4 decades and included over 100 combined shorts and feature
films. Even today, nearly 60 years after their last performances together, Laurel & Hardy are still popular,
alongside legends like The Three Stooges and Abbott & Costello, and their routines are still watched across
the globe.

Perhaps most importantly, Laurel & Hardy were forerunners of slapstick comedy and thus influenced those
that followed. Their complementary styles of slapstick humor, with the thin, childish Laurel acting as a foil
for the overweight and overly pompous Hardy, offered a template for others to follow, and the duo
established several famous gags that other acts like the Stooges subsequently mimicked. For example, when
Laurel occasionally came up with a smart idea, something completely out of character, the surprised Hardy
would ask him to repeat what he just said, and Laurel would be unable to replicate it. That theme would
recur with Curly and the Stooges, and Laurel & Hardy’s use of “D’oh!” has been made even more famous by
Homer Simpson in The Simpsons. Of course, the physical aspects of their slapstick, which often included
destruction and mayhem, proved popular for them and several groups as well.

Ironically, one of America’s most famous comedy duos, and the performers of the country’s most famous
skit, came together in part because Lou Costello had already failed to cut it in the film industry. In fact,
Costello had appeared in a Laurel & Hardy film in 1927 before meeting his partner, Bud Abbott, on the
burlesque circuit in New York City. In fact, the two first performed together in 1935 only because Abbott
filled in for Costello’s usual partner, who happened to be ill one fateful day.

Over time, Abbott & Costello perfected their routine, which typically consisted of Abbott playing the straight
man while his dimwit partner acted foolishly and interrupted his plans. It was a shtick that also did well on
radio, albeit one that required Costello to modify his voice with a higher pitch that not only differentiated his
from Abbott but also made him sound appropriately dumber. By 1940, they were not only successful on the
radio but also among America’s most popular movie stars, a status they held almost consistently throughout
the decade and into the early 1950s.

The legendary comedy duo performed together for decades, and like similar acts, their popularity began to
wane over time, but Abbott & Costello are still household names today. While all of their material is still in
syndication and watched by many, they are best known today for “Who’s on First”, the famous routine in
which Abbott’s answers about the names of baseball players at various positions on the field sound like
questions and completely confuse Costello. Although the skit was pieced together from various others, it was
immortalized by Abbott & Costello and helped popularize not only the duo but some of their subsequent



material.

Laurel & Hardy and Abbott & Costello: America’s Most Popular Comedy Duos examines the lives, careers,
and comedy of the famous performers. Along with pictures and bibliographies, you'll learn about them like
never before.
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From reader reviews:

Eliseo Watkins:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare
time to take a walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible
Laurel & Hardy and Abbott & Costello: America's Most Popular Comedy Duos? Maybe it is to be best
activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can better
than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Ashley Davis:

Here thing why that Laurel & Hardy and Abbott & Costello: America's Most Popular Comedy Duos are
different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it depends in the content of the
usb ports which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Laurel & Hardy and Abbott & Costello:
America's Most Popular Comedy Duos giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any
reserve out there but there is no reserve that similar with Laurel & Hardy and Abbott & Costello: America's
Most Popular Comedy Duos. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your eyes about the thing in
which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is possible to bring
everywhere like in area, café, or even in your approach home by train. When you are having difficulties in
bringing the printed book maybe the form of Laurel & Hardy and Abbott & Costello: America's Most
Popular Comedy Duos in e-book can be your choice.

Stella Keith:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The
first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to test look for
book, may be the book untitled Laurel & Hardy and Abbott & Costello: America's Most Popular Comedy
Duos can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Danilo Ernest:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book Laurel & Hardy and Abbott & Costello:
America's Most Popular Comedy Duos to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill
of reading ability is developing when you including reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you
enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea about book and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion for you
to like to start a book and examine it. Beside that the guide Laurel & Hardy and Abbott & Costello:



America's Most Popular Comedy Duos can to be your new friend when you're experience alone and confuse
with the information must you're doing of these time.
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