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The right to own and use private property is among the most essential human rights and the essential basis
for economic growth. That's why America's Founders guaranteed it in the Constitution. Yet in today's
America, government tramples on this right in countless ways. Regulations forbid people to use their
property as they wish, bureaucrats extort enormous fees from developers in exchange for building permits,
and police departments snatch personal belongings on the suspicion that they were involved in crimes. In the
case of Kelo v. New London, the Supreme Court even declared that government may seize homes and
businesses and transfer the land to private developers to build stores, restaurants, or hotels. That decision was
met with a firestorm of criticism across the nation. In this, the first book on property rights to be published
since the Kelo decision, Timothy Sandefur surveys the landscape of private property in America's third
century. Beginning with the role property rights play in human nature, Sandefur describes how America's
Founders wrote a Constitution that would protect this right and details the gradual erosion that began with
the Progressive Era's abandonment of the principles of individual liberty. Sandefur tells the gripping stories
of people who have found their property threatened: Frank Bugryn and his Connecticut Christmas-tree farm;
Susette Kelo and the little dream house she renovated; Wilhelmina Dery and the house she was born in, 80
years before bureaucrats decided to take it; Dorothy English and the land she wanted to leave to her children;
and Kenneth Healing and his 17-year legal battle for permission to build a home. Thanks to the abuse of
eminent domain and asset forfeiture laws, federal, state, and local governments have now come to see
property rights as mere permissions, which can be revoked at any time in the name of the greater good. In
this book, Sandefur explains what citizens can do to restore the Constitution's protections for this cornerstone
of liberty.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Cook:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you is
you don't know what kind you should start with. This Cornerstone of Liberty: Property Rights in 21st
Century America is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves
what you want and wish in this era.

Martha Holt:

The actual book Cornerstone of Liberty: Property Rights in 21st Century America will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should
you try to find new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book Cornerstone of Liberty: Property
Rights in 21st Century America is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book through
the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Lewis Wade:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking Cornerstone of Liberty: Property
Rights in 21st Century America that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by reading this book.
Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world much better
then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be said constantly that reading addiction only for
the geeky man but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start
reading as your good habit, you can pick Cornerstone of Liberty: Property Rights in 21st Century America
become your personal starter.

William Littlejohn:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book Cornerstone of Liberty: Property Rights in 21st Century
America was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Cornerstone of
Liberty: Property Rights in 21st Century America has many kinds or type. Start from kids until youngsters.
For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on
there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and
unwind. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading which.
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