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Weve all sung it athousand times, and most of us know at least the first verse by heart. "Americathe
Beautiful" has been called a hymn, a prayer, even the "national heartbeat set to music.” Numerous proposals
and half adozen billsin Congress have tried to replace our national anthem, "The Star-Spangled Banner,”
with this more lyrical, less militaristic song. But who knows the story behind the song? In Americathe
Beautiful, Lynn Sherr tells the story of Katharine Lee Bates, a poet and pioneering young English professor
at the newly established Wellesley College, who penned "Americathe Beautiful" at age 33, as she gazed
over the glorious panorama from the top of Pike's Peak, Colorado. The poem, published two years later on
July 4, 1895, struck a chord. Americans embraced it and immediately set it to music, trying out at least 74
different melodies. There were even Mexican, Canadian, and Australian versions. Analyzing the lyrics of
"Americathe Beautiful" and the story of Katharine Lee Bates's unusual life, Lynn Sherr opens a window
onto the shifting world of late 19th century America. She explores the lingering impact of the Civil War and
the dramatic developments in commerce and technology, which shaped the American Century and the
popularity of one brilliant, stirring song.
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From reader reviews:
Dianna Chrisman:

Book isto be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. Aswe
know that book is very important for us. The book Americathe Beautiful: The Stirring True Story Behind
Our Nation's Favorite Song has been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take
more information. It is very advantages for you. The reserve Americathe Beautiful: The Stirring True Story
Behind Our Nation's Favorite Song is hot only giving you alot more new information but also for being your
friend when you experience bored. Y ou can spend your own spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship while using book Americathe Beautiful: The Stirring True Story Behind Our Nation's Favorite
Song. You never redlly feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Janet Kline;

The particular book Americathe Beautiful: The Stirring True Story Behind Our Nation's Favorite Song will
bring you to definitely the new experience of reading the book. The author style to elucidate theideais very
unigue. When you try to find new book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book Americathe
Beautiful: The Stirring True Story Behind Our Nation's Favorite Song is much recommended to you you just
read. Y ou can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

James Hanson:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or real
their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at thistime there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful pictureson there. Y eah, it isto become complicated. Book is very important in your case. Aswe
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Americathe Beautiful: The Stirring True Story Behind Our Nation's
Favorite Song can make you sense more interested to read.

NormaBrier:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading aguide. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half regions of the book. Y ou can choose the particular book Americathe Beautiful: The Stirring
True Story Behind Our Nation's Favorite Song to make your personal reading isinteresting. Y our skill of
reading skill is devel oping when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn
it and mingle the idea about book and reading especialy. It isto be initially opinion for you to like to wide
open abook and study it. Beside that the book Americathe Beautiful: The Stirring True Story Behind Our
Nation's Favorite Song can to be your friend when you're experience alone and confuse using what must
you're doing of the time.
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