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Prince Hall, a black veteran of the American Revolution, was insulted and disappointed but probably not
surprised when white officials refused his offer of help. He had volunteered atroop of 700 Boston area
blacksto help quell arebellion of western Massachusetts farmers led by Daniel Shays during the economic
turmoil in the uncertain period following independence. Many African Americans had fought for Americas
liberty and their own in the Revolution, but their place in the new nation was unresolved. As slavery was
abolished in the North, free blacks gained greater opportunities, but still faced along struggle against limits
to their freedom, against discrimination, and against southern slavery. The lives of these men and women are
vividly described in In Hope of Liberty, spanning the 200 years and eight generations from the colonial slave
trade to the Civil War. In this marvelously peopled history, James and Lois Horton introduce us to arich cast
of characters. There are familiar historical figures such as Crispus Attucks, aleader of the Boston Massacre
and one of the first casualties of the American Revolution; Sojourner Truth, former slave and eloquent
antislavery and womens rights activist whose own family had been broken by slavery when her son became a
wedding present for her owners daughter; and Prince Whipple, George Washingtons aide, easily
recognizablein the portrait of Washington crossing the Delaware River. And there are the countless men and
women who struggled to lead their daily lives with courage and dignity: Zilpha Elaw, avisionary revivalist
who preached before crowds of thousands; David James Peck, the first black to graduate from an American
medical school in 1848; Paul Cuffe, a successful seafaring merchant who became an ardent supporter of the
black African colonization movement; and Nancy Prince, at eighteen the effective head of a scattered
household of four siblings, each boarded in different homes, who at twenty-five was formally presented to
the Russian court. In a seamless narrative weaving together all these stories and more, the Hortons describe
the complex networks, both formal and informal, that made up free black society, from the black churches,
which provided a sense of community and served as atraining ground for black leaders and political action,
to the countless newspapers which spoke eloquently of their aspirations for blacks and played an active role
in the antislavery movement, to the informal networks which allowed far-flung families to maintain contact,
and which provided support and aid to needy members of the free black community and to fugitives from the
South. Finally, they describe the vital role of the black family, the cornerstone of this variegated and tightly
knit community In Hope of Liberty brilliantly illuminates the free black communities of the antebellum
North as they struggled to reconcile conflicting cultural identities and to work for social changein an
atmosphere of racial injustice. Asthe black community today still struggles with many of the same problems,
thisinsightful history reminds us how far we have come, and how far we have yet to go.
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From reader reviews:
Dolores Stiger:

What do you think about book? It isjust for students since they're till students or the item for all peoplein
the world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't desire do that. Y ou must know how great as well as important the book In Hope of Liberty: Culture,
Community and Protest among Northern Free Blacks, 1700-1860. All type of book could you see on many
resources. Y ou can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Reta Zimmer:

Spent afree time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or al their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you fed it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. Thefirst thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want
to attempt look for book, may be the guide untitled In Hope of Liberty: Culture, Community and Protest
among Northern Free Blacks, 1700-1860 can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Bessie Starns:;

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its include may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic asin
the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually In Hope of Liberty: Culture, Community and Protest
among Northern Free Blacks, 1700-1860 why because the great cover that make you consider with regards to
the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover.
Y our reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Christopher Small:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. Y ou can get it by world wide web on social media. Y ou can
choose the best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching fromiit. It is known
as of book In Hope of Liberty: Culture, Community and Protest among Northern Free Blacks, 1700-1860.

Y ou can include your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it might add your knowledge and
make anyone happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from
one place to other place.
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